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The Metropolitan | 


Brass Quintet 


Friday, October 27, 7:30 p.m.- 
Bentley Library. Free of charge. 

This internationally acclaimed 
brass quintet performs a varied 
program to suit the tastes of all 
listeners. 

Works by J.S Bach, William 
Boyce, Gioaccttino Rossini, Gustaf 
_ Holst, and Charles “Lucky” 
Roberts, will be performed. 

_ The Quintet has made recent - 
appearances at the Prescott Park 
Arts Fest in Portsmouth, Phillips 
Exeter Academy andWinchester. 


New World 
String Quartet 
- Sunday, October 22, 7 p.m.-St. 
Anne’s Church, Kirk and Merri- 
mack Streets, downtown Lowell. 
Tickets are $10 with discounts for 
students, groups, seniors, and 
WGBH members. Telephone 
(508) 934-4444 for more informa- 
tion. 

The New World String Quartet 
will perform a concert of works by 
Haydn, Dvorak, and Brahms. The 
group is comprised of Curtis Ma- 
comber, violin; Benjamin Simon, 
viola; Vahn Armstrong, violin; and 
Ross Harbaugh, cello. 

They formed in 1977, and since 
1984 have been the Quartet-in- 
Residence at Harvard University. 
Critics have lauded them for their 
performances of not only standard 
quartet literature, but also 20th 
century and newly commissioned 
works as well. 
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Bentley dies 


Former NECC president 
founded college at Greenleaf School 


By GAVIN SUTCLIFFE 
News Editor 

Flags were flown at half-mast recently to 
honor former NECC president Harold C. 
Bentley, who died at age 85 in Tucson, 
Arizona on October 6. 

Bentley was president of NECC from 1960 
to 1975. He brought NECC from the base- 
ment of the Greenleaf School in Bradford to 
become one of the best community college 
sites in the state. 

Modest beginnings: Born in poverty in 
England and orphaned at the age of seven, he 
came tothe U.S. at 16 to study English. 

At.18 he worked on.an Iowa farm. and 
became minister of the local church. He 
attended Grinnell College and William Penn 
College in Iowa, graduating in 1930 with a 
bachelor of arts in history. He received his 
master’s degree in sacred theology from 
Boston University. 

In 1948 he taught at Worcester Jr. Col- 
lege and two years later became the school’s 
president. 

Bentley was the founding president of 
NECC, starting it at the Greenleaf School in 
Bradford with under 100 students. 

Enthusiastic leader: “He really im- 
pressed me because he was excited about the 
concept of putting a college education at the 
reach of working people in the Merrimack 
Valley,” said Norm Landry, NECC dean. 

Landry was teaching at the Pentucket Re- 
gional High School when Bentley came to 
speak about the new concept of community 
colleges. 

“He changed my life with that small speech. 
I came to work at NECC,” Landry said. 

“To a very large extent he made Northern 
Essex what it is today. He imposed his. per- 
sonal style of excitement and adventure on 
everyone. “It’s one of our trademarks, we are 
an exciting, adventurous place.” 

“He saw an opportunity in every prob- 
lem,” Landry said. When Bentley first moved 
to the Haverhill area his new neighbor came 
over to welcome him. As they were talking he 
told Bentley he was out of work. The next day 
Bentley called him up and offered hima job as 
a janitor, and he (the janitor) just recently 
retired, Landry said. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, said 


Bentley liked people. He was very human,a . 


very warm person with a great sense of hu- 
mor. 


Transformational leader: “He was 


probably the best impromptu speaker I ever 

met. He was a great talker, an organizer, 
| builder but also a good listener,” Dimitry 
said. 

“Harold was a man of action. He wanted 
concrete physical results. In a short time he 
pulled together one of the best community 
college campuses in the state,” Dimitry said. 

“He was very controversial because he 
wasn’t afraid to take a position. He was very 
| outspoken,” Landry said, “You always knew 

where you stood with him.” 


pete? 

File photos 
HAROLD C. BENTLEY died recently in 
his Arizona retirement home. Left, Hav- 
erhill's Greenleaf School, which Bentley 
used as NECC's first campus in the 
1960s. 


“He had a great respect for education,” 
Dimitry said, “He had an actor’s voice and a 
wonderful memory.” 

In a May 1989 a letter to The Observer 
Bentley said, “I am now 84 but when I think 
of NECC I become almost 24.” 

A scholarship will be offered in Bentley’s 
name, and a memorial will also be held at 
NECC soon. < 

Amemorial service is also scheduled at the 
First Church of Christ in Bradford on No- 
vember 10 at 11 a.m. 


State wants cash from colleges 


By SHAUN DONAHUE 
Editor 

Massachusetts’ state fiscal woes continue 
to cripple the Commonwealth, and the latest 
casualties are state-funded colleges and uni- 
versities. 

Edward Lashman, Massachusetts secre- 
tary of administration and finance, has or- 


dered state higher education to come up with 
$35 million, or 5 percent of each school’s 
budget. 

Lashman’s request will force college presi- 
dents to make severe cuts in their budgets, 
but according to NECC President John R. 
Dimitry, Franklin Jenifer, Massachusetts 
chancellor of higher education, is going to 


take the responsibility of recommending the 
cuts to the Board of Regents of Higher 
Education. 

“Jenifer is going to do a couple of things 
that could help this college, maybe not other 
colleges, but he says he will take the respon 


See—BUDGET - page seven 


Eastern European changes 
bring opportunity to US 


Bush administration must act now before it's too late 
to bring about freedom to communist block 


The iron curtain continues to crumble. 
In Hungary, the communist party 
voluntarily dissolved itself and reformed 
asa socialist party, ready to take its chances 
in free elections. In Poland a non-com- 
munist leader is running the country for 
the first time since World War II. In East 
Germany over 60,000 citizens have fled 
the oppressive hard-line regime, but the 
government appears to be giving ground 
slowly, grudgingly admitting the need 
for reform. 

Gorbachev stands aside: The So- 
viet Union, under Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
leadership, has stood aside and let its 
Warsaw Pact allies rule themselves, with- 
out interference or orders from the Krem- 
lin. 

The winds of change are blowing 
through Eastern Europe. Free-market 
philosophy is pervading these countries, 
and democratic reforms are taking place. 

The United States should take an active 
rolein promoting and assisting the spread 


of democracy and freedom in Eastern 
Europe. These countries need more than 
political rhetoric and_nickel-and-dime 
assistance. They have suffered for dec- 
ades under the economic stagnation 
imposed by communist policies. 

Money needed: The door is open to 
help these nations. The United States, as 
a leader in the free world, must put its 
money where its mouth is. The opportu- 
nity to invest has never been greater. 
Helping to rebuild Eastern Europe can 
only benefit all involved. 

The Marshall plan brought Western 
Europe back from the destruction of 
World War II. It was a successful all-out 
effort to bring economic success back to 
these war-torn countries. 

A similar effort is needed in Eastern 
Europe. These countries are crying out 
for assistance, but the Bush administra- 
tion pleads bankruptcy. Bush says we’d 
love to help but we can’t afford to. 

We can’t afford not to. 


State House mess 


Many will be hurt by new higher education budget cuts 


Two men in Massachusetts state gov- 
ernment are on a mission to undermine 
public higher education and in doing so, 
jeopardize not only the future of the 
commonwealth butalso the nation itself. 

These men, Governor Michael 
Dukakis and Edward Lashman secretary 
of administration and finance are trying 
to save a fat-filled budget by having all 
public higher education schools cut their 
budgets by five percent. At NECC that 
would figure to be over $500,000. 

Drastic changes: The result of this 
cutin funds would be felt in the spring se- 
mester. Fees may be increased, tuition 
could be raised, courses may be cut, 
teachers may be laid off and students 
could be turned away. 

We at the Observer find none of these 
possible steps are practical, necessary, or 
beneficial to anyone who may seek a 
higher education in Massachusetts. It is 
inconceivable how Dukakis and Lash- 
man can expect NECC to cut its budget 
when neither the day or evening faculty 
have contracts. 

Weare tired of state officials worrying 
more about elections than the state of 
higher education. We are tired of being 
held hostage by the Governor and the 
legislature. The time has come to act. 

Sickeningly sweet: Last April at 
Community College Day at the State- 
house, Dukakis tried to sell his budget 
with a basket of sugar coated lies. The 
public didn’t buy it so now he and his ac- 
complice Lashman are trying to pick the 
state's pockets. If they continue to get 


away with it we will have no one to 
answer to but ourselves. 

Pointing the finger placing blame is a 
childish game best left to the state gov- 
ernment who seem to have reduced it to 
an art form. They will not deal with 
concrete issues until they are forced to. It 
is up to us to show them we are serious 
and will not be pushed around. 

It is up to the students of this and 
other colleges to band together. On 
October 4, over 1,600 University of 
Lowell students, carrying banners and 
protesting, descended upon the state 
house in a sensational exhibition of soli- 
darity. We at the Observer congratulate 
them on their efforts and hope they will 
continue to show the state that they 
won’t be pushed around. 

Valiant effort:: Today there isa pro- 
test rally being held in front of the State 
House in Boston, attended by students 
from across the state. 

They can’t do it alone, though. Ef- 
forts planned for the future include peti- 
tion drives, letter and phone campaigns 
and local on-campus protests. 

Itis time for more students to become 
actively involved in their school’s 
future.Only through sheer numbers can 
we be heard in the chaos of the State 
House and force some changes to made 
in the system of funding higher educa- 
tion. 

State government's message is clear: 
so now students need to send a message 
back to them that they had damned well 
better care, or face the consequences. 
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Safe sex precautions 
become important 


AIDS scare changes American sexual practices 


By DAVE CARELLI 
Staff Reporter 

Nothing has had such a direct effect on 
America’s sexual behavior and attitudes to- 
wards relationships and casual contact as the 
AIDS scare. 

It is now essential for one to be selective in 
choosing sexual partners and sexual practi- 
cies. 

It is especially true for young adults who 
today are trying not only to cope with the 
pressures of higher education but also to deal 
with AIDS and unwanted pregnancy. 

Help Is there: Condoms can help ease 
some of the tension a typical young adult 
must endure. One might wonder how those 
latex balloons can ease tension. 

The bottom line is that condoms along 
with the proper use ofa spermicide can almost 
erase many worries. 

Until recently the issue of contraception 
and sex hasn’t been discussed openly in pub- 
lic. Half of the battle could be won if the 
public knew the facts and took an action, 
however. 

Patricia Kepschull, R.N., medical educa- 
tion director of student health services, said, 
“The saving grace is in the lines of awareness 


_ ofthe problem and the consciousness of what 


is right and wrong.” 

No room for ignorance: In matters as 
grave as this there is no room for naive views 
or ignorant actions. The need for knowledge 
is crucial and if the public believes or follows 
any one of the misconception and fallacies 
tied to sexual behavior then disaster is sure to 
follow. 

“One should only use latex condoms and 
never use petroleum based lubricants because 
they weaken condoms and lessen their effec- 
tiveness,” Kepschull said. 

The safer sex pamphlet, distributed by 
Krames Communications of Daly City, CA, 
says, “Spermicides or water based lubricants 
containing nonoxynol-9 help kill many STD 
germs.” Facts like these, which nay seem 
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Personal column 


trivial to many, are key to the development of 
successful safe relationships. 

Vending machines: Condom vendin 
machines have appeared an many college 
campuses in recent years, but not at N.E.C.C. 
Though it would help increase consciousness 
about the issue of safe sex, it may not be ap- 
plicable to Northern Essex. 

Joe Brown, dean of administration, said, 
“Due to lack of a serious proposal from the 
students and the fact that similar sanitary 
Napkin machines were vandalized in the past 
constitutes a veritable non-necessity for the 
dispensers.” 

The fact that NECCis a commuter college 
which does not allow for much night and day 
interaction also tends to eliminate the need 
for such machines. 

Northern Essex provides ample informa- 
tion and guidance in the Health Services 
Office for anyone who desires to gather any 
information necessary for their own personal 
interest, however. The school will also hold 
a free lecture on AIDS on Thursday, Nov. 16. 

Both AIDS and Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases are serious issues which should not 
be taken lightly. Students play hardball now 
and striking out takes on a whole new mean- 
ing in the AIDS Era. 
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Observer feedback 


Should U.S. military 


intervene in Panama? 


pea £ 


Dave Baldwin, liberal arts 
“No. What if our men get hurt 
there? I’d worry about our 
Own country.” 


Lizzy Sheridan, dance 
“No. I think we should mind 
our own business and take care 


of all the stuff at home.” 


ee 


Rob Pappalardo, engineer- 
ing science 

“Yes. We own that land and 
we built that canal. We should 
protect it.” 


Rich Morrell, business 
“Yes, because Panama cannot 
straighten the problems out 
on its own.” 


By GAVIN SUTCLIFFE 
News Editor 

President Bush’s inaction in the Panama- 
nian coup attempt is a step in the nght 
direction, but for the wrong reasons. 

Bush chose not to get involved because he 
did not have enough information to commit 
U.S. troops. No-one can say the would-be 
ousters of Noriega would have improved 
Panama’s government and they are rumored 
to have been even more radical and anti- 
American than Noriega himself. 

American military power should be used 
only to protect American lives in Panama and 
only if that threat is imminent. 

Sovereign states: If U.S. troops were 
used to overthrow Noriega or support his 
overthrow, it would be a foreign policy blun- 
der of monumental proportions. Central 
America is not our back yard, and they are 
sovereign states and their problems are their 
own. 
Even though the opposition may have 
asked for assistance it would be hypocrisy to 
give it. The Reagan and Bush administrations 
admonished the Soviet Union for getting in- 
volved in Afghanistan, even though the Af- 
ghan government asked for their help. Get- 
ting involved in a civil war in Panama would 
bea waste of American lives, time and money. 

If American military power were used we 
would only look like “meddling Yanquis”, 
and our global reputation would be tarnished. 

No matter how much of a rogue Noriega 
is, no matter how distasteful he is, it is not 
America’s business to depose him. It is the 


people of Panama’s business to get rid of their 
dictator. If the opposition is strong enough 


and brave enough it will be done. 
Antagonize Norlega: Last summer Bush 
openly encouraged a coup and staged exten- 


Cindy Stanley, accounting 
“No. I don’t want to go to 


”» 


war. 


transfer 


their own business.” 


Ritza Elizabeth, dance 
“No. I think we should just 
bow out and let history 
happen.” 


Doris Bowen, clerk 
“No. I think it's sad when you 
have wars. It kills a lot of 
people and doesn’t always 
solve the problems.” 


Jennifer Pffeifer, business 


“No. It’s not our country. It’s 


Let Noriega 
hang himself 


Observer column 


sive military maneuvers under Noriega’s nose. 
The purpose of this was to antagonize Nori- 
ega, but it only made him stronger. He pointed 
the finger to the U.S., and placed the blame 
on Americans. 

All of Bush’s saber-rattling was a useless 
effort. The Organization of American States 
criticized the U.S. for interfering in Panama 
more than they criticized Noriega in an August 
report. 

President Bush is living in the 19th cen- 
tury when the Monroe Doctrine placed 
Central America in our backyard. The U.S. 
was then free to do as it chose. In the age of 
colonialism the world political climate was far 
different than it is today. 

Wake up George ! It’s almost 1990 ! The 
world is moving towards global co-operation 
and deposing Noriega would only push it 
back and make the U.S. look like heavy- 
handed thugs. 

Noriega is clamping down harder on Pana- 
manians. It is reported that he is purging the 
Panamanian Defenses Forces of opposition. 
His brutality will only make more enemies for 
him in the PDF. He is imposing “laws of war” 
on Panama and this can only serve to hasten 
his downfall. 

The more enemies he has in Panama the 
better. The more enemies Noriega has in 
Panama the less excuses the U.S. has to get 
involved. His actions are those of a desperate 
man. 

Noriega is still in power, but the political 
and diplomatic penalties far outweigh any 
gains in removing him. He is a thorn in 
America’s side, not a threat but an irritation. 


Ralph Woekel, criminal 
justice 

“Yes. They shouldn’t let a 
drug dealer be free. If they 
want him they should go get 
him.” 


Tagua Turnel, liberal arts 
“No. I think we could spend 
Our money more wisely than 
on the military.” 
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Book 
problems 


Heavy texts weigh student down 


By C.F. LUTZ 
Staff Reporter 

I casually asked a fellow student what his 
course load was this semester. He said, “I’m 
taking a two, a four, and two three poun- 
ders.” 

“What do you mean, pounders?” I asked. 

“Well,” he explained, “I’ve started to 
measure my courses by how much my books 
weigh.” 

Heavy books: My friend certainly gave 
me some food for thought. I raced home to 
my bathroom scale and hoisted my bag onto 
it. Thirty-two pounds! And I’m only taking 
two subjects! No wonder I have been feeling 
wiped out on Monday and Wednesday nights. 

I’m forty-three years old, not just out of 
high school. It looks like this college stuff is 
going to entail more than ‘mental’ exercise! 
There must be an easier way to learn than than 
to lug around all this literary luggage. I began 
to give the matter some thought. 

The first idea to come to me was that there 
doesn’t even seem'to. be a fairness to how 
much weight we carry. Who tend to be the 
strongest students? If you go with the Phys- 
Ed students, they may carry the fewest books. 
Look at the science student who may not be 
into physical fitness, and has a load of text- 


Students tell drug horror stories 


48 he 


By CHERYLANN COCO 
Staff Reporter 

Drug addiction is a terrible habit to break, 
but it can be done, according to two NECC 
students interviewed recently. 

T.C. became addicted to cocaine when 
she was introduced to it by a boyfriend. 

“I guess I just wanted to make him happy,” 
she said, adding she used cocaine for two to 
three years. Later, she broke up with her 
boyfriend because he tried to make her stop 
using coke. 

“He was such a hypocrite. Who was he to 
tell me to stop when he was the one who got 
me started?” she said. 

Free-basing: “It was really bad. I was 
free-basing all the time because snorting the 
stuffcouldn’t get me high enough anymore,” 
she said. 

The money T.C. spent on cocaine could 
have bought her a newcar. The time she spent 
high could have put her into the hospital or 
the morgue, she said. 

T.C. woke up one morning, grabbed a 
mirror from the wall and instead of breaking 
out the coke, took a look in the mirror and 
cried. She didn’t cry because her supply was 
running low but because she hit rock bottom. 

“T didn’t know who I was anymore. I was 
a high school drop-out with a job that paid 
next to nothing. I always said that only losers 


Ir 


books he has to drag behind him, hoping that 
the corridor was washed and waxed the night 
before. It’s just not fair! No wonder old 
scientists are stooped over — they suffer from 
the sheer weight of their education. 

Unhappy books: Textbooks aren’t over- 
joyed with their plight either. I was finally 
able to corner a philosophy textbook and 
convince it to share its feelings about the 
textbook situation in general. I had to assure 
it anonymity, so let's just call it “Phil.” 

“Phil, how do you feel about your exis- 
tence here at NECC?” J asked . 

“Tt’s the pits!” Phil said. “My colleagues 
and [are sick and tired of being used, roughed- 
up, underlined and then thrown aside for the 
next good looking book that comes along. 
We are crammed into bags, rolled, dropped 
and stepped on! We envy some friends of ours 
who are in nice homes and (it gave a visible 
shudder) libraries. Oh! to belong to an appre- 
ciating bibliophile!” 


Used and abused: Well! It seems like 
both parties~ are unhappy. Textbooks are 
abused and passed on, only to be used and 
passed on again until they become unusable 
trash. Students succumb to new maladies like 
Biology Back Strain and History Hernia. 


use cocaine and I meant it. I was a loser,” she 
said. 

New time and energy: Realizing she 
must find a way back to the real world, she 
did. T.C. has been off cocaine for over a year 
now and devotes all her time and energy to 


What is the answer to all this? It’s easy. 
Computers! 

I am initiating a campaign to have all 
textbooks put on computer disks. Just think 
of the ramifications. An entire semester’s 
study could be carried in one pocket. Throw 
your history disk into the computer, and 
notes would be a simple matter of erasing eve- 
rything that is extraneous. All missed home- 
work could be explained by a power outage. 
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“School is my new addiction,” she said. 
She now spends the majority of her time 
studying and rebuilding a once-destroyed 
relationship with her parents. 

“School is great. It is a much greater high 


And think ofall the room it would save in the 
campus book store. They could use so much 
more space for sweatshirts, cards, and other 
NECC memorabilia. The idea has innumer- 
able possibilities. 

Of course, I know I am way ahead of my 
time, but we must forge ahead in the name of 
progress. As for me, I need no reward or 
recognition. Well, perhaps just a small men- 
tion in the history disks of the future. 
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knowing that I’m heading in the right direc- 
tion and making something of myself,” T.C. 
said. . 

Other students tell similar stories about 
their struggle to overcome drug addiction. 

For Dave, former drug user, it ended at a 
Grateful Dead concert, where he purchased 
some hallucinogens. Returning home from 
the show, he took what he calls “Magic 
Mushrooms.” During his trip, he soon saw 
“red balls” coming at his face. 

Feeling paranoid, he tried to move out of 
their way, leaned backwards, smashing his 
head through a window, shattering the glass 
and leaving him unconscious with a concus- 
sion. 

Drug free and happy: Since that experi- 
ence, Dave has been drug free and happy as a 
student at NECC, \ 

“Taking drugs is a waste ofmoney,” Dave 
said. “Looking back at the money and the 
time wasted on drugs, I start thinking about 
how glad I am that I changed. 

“If people ask me if I would like to do 
drugs, all I do is reach to the back of my head 
and feel the bump that will be there for the 
rest of my life as a reminder.” 


Abortion protest stirs strong feelings on both sides 
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Divisive issue 
H. Miller illustration 


ABORTION DIVIDES this nation as few other 
issues have. 


By JIM TRICK 
Staff Reporter 

“Give us our freedom and not your reli- 
gion” and “save the unborn” were a couple of 
the slogans offered at a demonstration out- 
side the West Newbury Women’s Health 
Center. 

Groups for an against abortion were on 
hand to make their feeling known. 

“We are not here to give you our moral 
statements,” Cheryl Messenger ofthe Greater 
Newburyport Mass Choice, said. Mass Choice 
is a group organized to ensure the support of 
politicians who support prochoice positions. 

Down the street stood a group of pro- 
testors from the Merrimac Valley Prayer Army 
(MVPA), an organization similar to the 
Boston’s Operation Rescue. 

“We stand for the rights of the baby,” Russ 


Salnier, MVPA spokesperson said. 

Asked if she feels the fetus is a human life, 
Messenger said, “If a woman feels there is a 
little creature in there and its a human being 
and she cannot kill it then that’s her decision. 

The Prayer Army makes no bones about 
where they stand. To them the fetus is a 
human life and that is the end of it, Sulnier 
said. He does agree, however, if a threat is 
posed to the life of the mother or in cases 
where a rape has been committed then a 
decision must be made. 

The MVPA displayed pictures of grossly 
mutilated fetus remains and this bothered 
me. Though we should not close our eyes to 
the grim realities on any issue, small children 
need not be exposed to it. 

“We are not displaying pictures of women 
who have died from septic shock,” Messenger 


said in regards to the various pamphlets be- 
fore her. She called the pictures “inflamma- 
tory propaganda” and said she finds such 
material very offensive. 

The demonstration was peaceful and po- 
lice reported no problems. Both groups stated 
their views in an acceptable manner. 

As far as what the groups hope will come 
from the demonstrations, Salnier said, “We 
will just pray, and see what God will do.” 
Messenger said they will continue to do their 
part to keep abortion a right that in their 
opinion belongs solely to the woman. 

Hopefully more students will become 
involved in political activism. Fresh, young, 
open minds should help bring better under- 
standing on this and issues like abortion. 
Propaganda of one type or another has no 
place in the discussion, however. 
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News briefs 


Scholarship winners 


The Northern Essex Community 
College Alumni Association has 
awarded $300 scholarships to six 
students who returned to NECC this 
fall. Chosen on the basis of academic 
achievement, extracurricular activities 
at the college, and community service 
scholarship recipients include Kelly 
M.Duggan of Newburyport; Cather- 
ine A. Carroll of Groveland; Pamela 
Merrill of West Newbury; Gayle 
Ouellette of Salisbury; Monica Sam- 
bataro of Derry, N.H.; and Deirdre L. 
Thibodeau of Amesbury. 

Duggan wins:Kelly M. Duggan, 
who attended Newburyport High 
School, is enrolled in the Office Man- 
agement Program at Northern Essex 
and plans to continue her business 
education at a four-year college after 
graduation. 

Catherine A. Carroll, a student in 
the Radiologic Technology Program 
at NECC, is an active member of the 
Massachusetts Society of Radilogical 
Technologists. The manager of a vet- 
erinary clinic for many years, she also 
is a member of the Massachusetts 
Veterinary Technicians Association. 

A graduate of Winnacunnet High 
School in Hampton, N.H., Pamela 
Merrill also is a student in the 
Radiologic Technology Program. She 
has participated in basketball and 
softball at Northern Essex and is an 
umpire during the summer for the 
Seabrook Recreation Department. 

After graduating from NECC, 
Merrill plans to find employment as a 
registered radiologic technologist. 

Ouellette wins, too: Gayle 
Ouellette, a student in the Business 
Transfer Program, is a member of 

_Alpha Beta Gamma, a national honor 
ociety for business students, and has ~ 
een active in the college’s peer 

tutoring program and as a notetaker 
for disabled students. A volunteer for 
the American Cancer Society, she 
plans to continue her education after 
graduating from Northern Essex in 
the accounting field. 

Monica Sambataro, a graduate of 
Deering High School in Portland, 
ME, is a Liberal Arts/General Studies 
major at NECC. The mother of a six- 
year old son, she writes for a local 
weekly newspaper on a part-time basis 
and is active in the New Hampshire 
PTA. 

After graduating from NECC, 
Sambataro plans to continue studying 
English at a four-year college, and 
eventually she would like to pursue a 
career as a teacher and freelance 
writer. 

Deirdre L. Thibodeau, who 
graduated from Winnacunnet High 
School in Hampton, N.H.., is enrolled 
in the Paralegal Studies Program at 
NECC. She is vice president of the 
Paralegal Club and has participated in 
the Peer Tutoring Program and as a 
notetaker for disabled students. 
‘Thibodeau recently completed an in- 
ternship with the Newburyport 
Probation Department. She works 
part-time as a counselor at Phoenix 
East, a residential treatment facility 
for adolescent alcoholics and addicts. 


More awards... 


Catherine Eliopoulos of Dover, 
N.H., a student at Northern Essex 
Community College, has been 
awarded a $100 scholarship by the 
Merrimack Valley Herb Society. The 
society awards the scholarship each 
year to an outstanding botany student 
at the college. 

A 1987 graduate of Dracut High 
School, Eliopoulos has been a tutor in 
the NECC Peer Tutoring Program. 
After graduating from NECC, she 
plans to continue her studies in 
Zoology at the University of New 
Hampshire. 


Parnassus looks ahead 


Advisers, students plan for their fall publication 


By GREG J. JOINER 
Staff Reporter 

Parnassus: The name of the mythological 
mountain home of the nine muses who in- 
spired humankind in the arts. 

Doyoulike to write poetry, prose, or short 
stories? Are you an artist or a photographer? 
Ifyou answered yes to any of these questions, 
Parnassus may be of interest to you. 

Parnassus, NECC’s intra-arts magazine, 
provides an opportunity for new artists and 
writers to reach each other. 

Laurel Obert, faculty adviser, explains the 
types of work accepted for consideration to 
the magazine. 

Art forms: “We accept poetry, prose, 
black and white photography and art from all 
NECC day and night students,” she said. 

When a piece is submitted, the magazine 
staffevaluates the work then votes democrati- 
cally whether or not to accept the piece. 

“We try to choose the best,” Obert said. 
“We want a showcase of what our students are 
capable of.” 

Typically, most of the work submitted 
comes from students enrolled in poetry, pho- 
tography and art courses. 

Gail Maciejewski, faculty adviser, says, “We 
would love to get more students involved. 
With a larger vote, we can get a more diverse 
set of opinions regarding what goes into the 
magazine.” 

Published twice a year, Parnassus typically 
receives 40 or more pieces a semester. 

“T’m really impressed with the magazine,” 
Maciejewski said. Obert adds, “As long as we 
continue to receive good things to put into it, 
we'll continue to get better and better. 

Outlet for artists: “For anyone, it’s 
good to have your workin print. Whether you 
aspire to become a poet, photographer, or an 


Behavioral 


By KEVIN COTTER 
Staff Reporter 

On Monday, Oct. 30, a representative of 
The Samaritans will talk about The Myths and 
Realities of Suicide in C-305. The presenta- 
tion is one ofa series of informative programs 
sponsored by NECC’s Behavioral Science 
Club. 

The club will also feature programs deal- 
ing with hypnotherapy, sleep disorders, and 


Music Club 


By MELANIE TAYLOR 
Staff Reporter 

Students interested in music who can sing, 
compose music or play an instrument are 
welcome to join the Music Club, said Michael 
Finegold, club adviser. 

An open house for new members was held 
Monday Oct.16 in room C-116 at 11:00 
a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend any 
meeting, he said. 


Students - Faculty 
Too busy to do papers? 


Why not let 
WORD PRO 


handle it? 


*Thesis 

*Term papers 
*Correspondence , 
*General secretarial sup- 
port services 


Pick up & Delivery 
No job too large or too small 


Maureen A. Donovan 
(603) 382-8502 
Newton, NH 


NECC literary history 
comes to life 


K. Alfeiri photo 


SINCE 1966, Parnassus, NECC's literary magazine, has published a variety of 
material for the college community. Advisers and students hope to continue the 
tradition of excellence this semester. Writers and artists are welcome to attend 


meetings in C-341 each Monday. 


artist, having your work featured in a maga- 
zine such as Parnassus will only enhance your 
portfolio,” Obert said. 

To submit material to Parnassus, drop by 
C-360. A large box marked Parnassus has 
been set up to collect all work students would 
like considered for publication. 


When submitting work, be sure to write 
your name, phone number and address on it 
so members of the staff can get in touch with 
prospective writers and artists. 

Parnassus meets every Monday at 11:30 in 
C-341. All Northern Essex day and night 


students are welcome to attend. 


Science Club plans set 


substance abuse this semester. 

Club adviser John Whittle said future plans 
include a talk by Phyllis Bowen, color analyst, 
entitled Color, the Essence of You on Nov. 30. 

A presentation on 12-step programs and 
their place in recovery from addictions by a 
member of Alcoholics Anonymous is sched- 
uled. for Nov. 6. Other topics and speakers 
will be announced later this year. 

In addition to the on-campus lectures, the 


club plans to go off-campus to observe the 
work of various professionals in a job setting. 
The first of the on-site visits will be at Hale 
Hospital’s emergency psychiatric unit (time 
and date to be announced later). 

All lectures and weekly club meetings are 
held in C-305 from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. each 
Monday. 

For additional information, contact Whittle 
in C-372. 


to play holiday concert 


“The club is great. There are a lot of really 
talented students involved,” Finegold said. 
Activities planned for the group this 
semester include jam sessions and Christmas 
carols. An all new Music College Day will 
involve admissions advisers from music col- 
leges all over New England, who will discuss 
their programs with transferring music stu- 
dents. 
The club, which is funded by the Student 


* Elementary education minor 
* Generous financial aid, including full tuition and merit scholarships. 
* Liberal transfer credit evaluation policy. 

« Small classes - 13:1 ratio. 
¢ Part-time and Full-time enrollment. 


BRADFORD COLLEGE 


sex or ethnic background. 


Club news 


Activities budget, also allows students to see 
demonstrations and performances from pro- 
fessionals in the music business, Finegold 
said. 

The club’s first performance, a Christmas 
Pops Concert, is scheduled for Friday Dec. 8 
at 7:30 p.m. 


Do You Know That There 
Is A Nationally Known, Small, 
Liberal Arts College Right Here 
in the Merrimack Valley? 


Bradford College offers students of all ages: 


¢ Majors including management, creative arts, human studies, 
humanities, natural science and math. 


BRADFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01835-7393 
(508) 372-7161 


Interview, catalog and application forms available from Admissions Office. 
It is the policy of Bradford College to afford equal educational opportunities to qualified persons regardless of race, religion, 
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News briefs 


Observer wins 


national award 

Northern Essex Community 
College’s student newspaper the 
NECC Observer, recently was named 
a Medalist publication, the highest 
award given by the Columbia Scholas- 
tic Press Association (CSPA) in its 
annual newspaper critique competi- 
tion. 

The Observer earned 943 out of a 
possible 1,000 points, and also was 
awarded All Columbian Honors for 
special merit in the general operations 
category and high point totals in both 
content and presentation. 

The CSPA, a department of 
Columbia University in New York 
City, judges student newspapers, year- 
books, and magazines from through- 
out the world. 

“T’ve always known that Northern 
Essex has one of the finest student 
newspapers to be found at any two- 
year college and this recent recogni- 
tion confirms it,” said John R. 
Dimitry, NECC president. 

Joseph T. LeBlanc, faculty adviser 
to the Observer , said, “As a long-time 
judge for CSPA, I know college 
newspapers rarely earn such high 
scores and positive comments from 
the judges. Lynn Brown, student 
editor of the Observer, and the rest of 
the staff deserve a lot of credit.” 

Northern Essex Community 
College offers an associate’s degree in 
Liberal Arts with a concentration in 
Journalism /Broadcasting. Students in 
the program are required to write for 
the Observer, a biweekly newspaper 
which is distributed to Northern 
Essex students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni. 

For further information on the 
journalism program at Northern 
Essex, contact LeBlanc at (508) 374- 
5849. 


Derry resident 
gets scholarship 


Northern Essex Community 
College recently awarded the 
Costumes of the World Pageant 
Scholarship in the amount of $300 to 
Derry, N.H. resident, Monica Sam- 
bataro. 

The award is part of the college’s 
continuing effort to promote the 
importance of cultural diversity in the 
college community and the world at 
large. The one-time scholarship was 
made possible from the proceeds of 
the Costumes of the World Pageant 
held at Northern Essex in February, 
1989. 

Sambataro, a graduate of Derring 
High School in Portland, Me., is 
enrolled in the Liberal Arts /General 
Studies Program at NECC. Sam- 
bataro, wife of Mark Sambataro and 
mother of a six-year old son Ryan, 
writes for a local weekly newspaper on 
a part-time basis and is active in the 
New Hampshire PTA. 


Alumni give $200 


Lorraine Gerber, a Newburyport 
resident and 1989 NECC graduate, 
recently was awarded a $200 scholar- 
ship donated by NECC alumni Steven 
and Corinne Sardella. 

Gerber, who graduated from 
NECC with high honors in the Early 
Childhood Program, was selected for 
the scholarship on the basis of her 
academic achievement and commit- 
ment to her field. She will be 
attending Salem State College in the 
fall to continue her studies in Early 
Childhood Education. 

Steven and Corinne Sardella, who 
live in Ward Hill, own and operate 
Sardella’s Diversified Services and the 
Home Learning Center. 


Regents mandate 


Colleges must assess basic academic skills soon 


By LISA HALL 
Staff Reporter 

Some changes willsoon occur inthe NECC 
curriculum, thanks to a recently approved 
document,The Undergraduate Experience, 
passed by the Board of Regents. The report 
has been sent to all public colleges to address 
the quality and standards that should be 
associated with public higher education. 

Robert McDonald, dean of academic af- 
fairs, isin charge of addressing the report and 
all curricular matters at NECC. He came to 
Northern Essex 22 years ago as a member of 
the math faculty, and eventually assumed his 
current position. 

McDonald said the student body is con- 
stantly changing, so the school must change 
to meet the changing needs. 

Skills evaluation: One issue the report 
concentrates on is the basic skills of students 
in higher education. Within the next year, all 
the academic areas will work to identify the 
levels of basic skills needed for students to be 
successful in certain courses. McDonald hopes 
to implement a planned placement system, as 
suggested by The Undergraduate Expertence. 

Under this system, students will be placed 
in certain course levels according to their 
assessment test results. The basic skill require- 
ments will differ between the academic de- 
partments, and within the next year each 
department will examine the courses to de- 
velop these requirements. 

“As an institution, we are trying to de- 
velop our curriculum to provide the greatest 
flexibility for our students,” McDonald said. 


a 


Changes to come 

S. Mills photo 
ROBERT MCDONALD works to ad- 
dress a new report released by the 
Board of Regents . 

The Undergraduate Experience also hopes 
to make the curriculum of all colleges more 
compatible. This will help students who plan 
to transfer their courses to another college to 
continue their education. 

All students: McDonald stresses the 
importance of helping all students as not all 
of NECC’s students plan to continue their 
education. 

“Some students wish to obtain their de- 
gree in two years or less,” McDonald said. An 
associate degree can be earned in two years, 
but a number of certificate programs are also 
offered that can be completed within a year. 


“We try developing new courses and pro- 
grams as new needs and interests emerge 
from the students,” McDonald said. 

Constant budget cuts can sometimes slow 
the process of change. McDonald hopes to 
initiate the curriculum changes within the 
next year, but said it will take time to accom- 
plish the mandated changes. 

“I’m enjoying the challenge and opportu- 
nity to examine Northern Essex closely and _ 
focus on specific issues to do an even better — 
job in meeting the needs of all the students,” 
McDonald said. 


Job opportunities available at NECG,” : 


By CHERYL McLAUGHLIN 
Staff Reporter 

Students finding it difficult and confusing 
to locate a full or part-time position can find 
help in Job Placement Office. 

Information is available on writing a well- 
developed resume, and interviewing. Job list- 
ings are also available from various companies 
and job fairs, college catalogs and staff 
members of Division of Employment Secu- 
rity (DES). 

Rice's knowledge: Abbott E. Rice, di- 
rector of placement, has been working for 11 
years at NECC. His work history shows he 
has substantial knowledge and experience in 
the business field. 

“I service anybody who walks through 
that door,” Rice said. “Most of the ones 
coming here are probably what I would call 
local jobs.” 

Current job opportunities arrive fre- 
quently, and some are posted. Asked about 
how many individuals are placed, Rice said, 
“About 400 a year.” 

DES comments: Alex Lawn, DES staff 
member, said he enjoys working with Rice. 


Merrimack A 


“Privileged, good man, always willing to 


help a student. The program is good now.. 


Whatever needs they have we try and help 
them,” he said about Rice. 

Rice said he works with students in choos- 
ing a qualified job, cover letter and resume. 
He also helps with interviewing and suggest 
ways to help make job shopping easier. 

The Massachusetts DES has a computer 
set up with listings, locations, hours and a full 
description of job entries. They can make a 
printout of the information to enable stu- 
dents to call employers for interviewing. 

Job fairs: Job Fairs at NECC are held in 
November, March and April. More than 50 
employers attend with many positions avail- 
able. 

Asked about her views on the Job Place- 
ment Program, Patricia Kepschull, health 
service director, said,”Several people I know 
have gotten jobs. It’s a benefit to the students 
here.” 

Job hunting no longer difficult or confus- 
ing. For further details call ext. 3670 from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or visit the Placement 
Office, located in the Student Center. 


(508) 688-6566 


guatic Center 


SWIMMING — SNORKLING — SCUBA DIVING 


¢ SWIM GOGGLES ¢ FACE MASKS 
e FINS & SNORKLES e WET SUITS 


SCUBA LESSONS 


171 Merrimack St. (Exit 46 off 495) 
Methuen, MA 
688-6566 


453-7547 
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CAREER 


S. Mills photo 
Abbott Rice. 


Tutors Needed 
(except in: Reading, Writing, 
and Math Classes) 

If you want to: 

Iie Earn extra money 

Is Help others 

Is” Keep up on your 

own skills 

Become an Academic Support 
Center Peer Tutor and make 
$5.00 per hour 
Contact: Penny Kelley or Pat Rose 
Peer Tutor Program, Room C-201 
Academic Support Center 


374 - 5809 
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London Bridge 
is 
falling down 


K. Alfeiri photo 
COLLEGE MAINTAINENCE workers Cliff 
Clarke and Charles Gates work to repair the 
footbridge leading to the Classroom Building 
as part of the college's fall work projects. 
Right, Gates put s some finishing touches on 
the bridge project, which include new floor- 
boards and railings. 


ATTORNEY 
DouGLas Bo_ick, Esq. 


from Bolick & Welch Newburyport 


will speak to the paralegal on 


Monday, October 30" 
from 12:00-1:00 in C120 


Topic: 
Local Government & Conflicts of Interest 


All Students Welcome 


LIFE GOAL PLANNING 
WORKSHOP 
October 30" - 12pm to 1pm 
ROOM C-207 


LIFE GOAL vs. CAREER GOALS 


three main issues in career counseling 
Self Evaluation * Career Testing 


BE TRUE TO YOUR FUTURE 


Sponsored By: Academic Support Center 
Student Support Service Grant 


For Additional Information, Please Call 374-5808 


* Main Points of a Successful Resume « Interviewing Skills 


Budget cuts 


sibility, even though some people are going 
to be very unhappy about it,” Dimitry said. 

While Jenifer presents his proposals to the 
Regents, Dimitry has an idea of his own. 
Instead of cutting 5 percent of each school’s 
budget, he wants to cut a greater percentage 
from the higher budgeted schools and a lower 
percentage from the lower budgeted schools, 
meaning Northern Essex would only be hit 
with a 3-4 percent cut. 

If NECC is hit with a 5 percent cut, it 
would greatly effect the quality of education 
because many part-time instructors would 
lose their jobs, Dimitry said. 

Money not there: “At the full 5 percent 
cut, for certain, anumber of part-timers would 
lose their jobs,” he said. “They simply could 
not be supported by the state funded payroll. 
The money is simply not there.” 

The overall opinion from part-time faculty 
is negative, but David Higgins, part-time 
history instructor, is quite confident the state’s 
budget problems can be compensated in al- 
ternative ways. 

“T certainly think Massachusetts’ budget 
crisis can be solved in other ways than cutting 
higher education, I think it’s a much too 
short-term solution,” he said. “The problems 
that do exist can be tackled in a much more 
creative way than making cuts in this fash- 
ion.” 

While alternative solutions are being 
sought, Higgins believes the state has no 
choice but to raise taxes. 

“Well certainly in the immediate term 
higher taxes. I found the reaction toward the 
tax hike that occurred in the summer absurd. 
I don’t think short-term cutting of the exist- 
ing programs is a reasonable way of getting 
around the crisis. Raising taxes would seem to 
be the most obvious solution,” he said. 

Crucial teachers: At this stage, Higgins 
does not anticipate losing his job completely, 
because the NECC history department is 
crucial to many Liberal Arts students and it 
would not be able to operate on the amount 


Can We 


¢ 


Date: October 30, 


Science Building. Thanks. 


Comments 


Name 
Address 
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Things To 
All People? 


The Strategic Planning Committee presents 
a forum for the college community of 
Northern Essex Community College. 


Topic: The Flexible Educational Institution 
1989 

Time s7 PLSOOlalme to. 1:00 p.m: 

Place: Lecture Hall A 


Scouting Experience and Interest Survey 
Northern Essex Community College 


Fall, 1989 
The Lone Tree Council, located in Haverhill, and serving this part of 
the Merrimack Valley, has received support from Northern Essex 
Community College for many years. If you wish to become part of 
the effort to serve the needs of more than 800 youths, please fill out 
this form and return it to the Dean of Student Affairs, B-209, Applied 


| was a Scout and reached the rank of 

| would be interested in considering being part of NECC's 
effort to assist the Lone Tree Council's Scouting Program. 
| cannot get involved right now, but keep me 

posted-- | may be interested later. 


Please return to Dean of Student Affairs,B-209, NECC, Elliott Street, 
Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 
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of full-time instructors currently available. If 
the school attempted to do this, it would not 
be able to give students the necessary courses 
to graduate on time, he said. 

“I wouldn’t (be laid off) completely. I 
would imagine because of the extent to which 
the Massachusetts system has, over the past, 
been forced to rely on part-time staff. There 
would be some course workavailable, whether 
I would have as many courses as I do now 
would be a different question,” Higgins said. 

Whether or not the situation will lead to 
the dismissal of any full-timers remains to be 
seen, Dimitry said. He has to wait and see 
what Jenifer proposes to the Regents. 

“Whether we would get down to full- 
timers at this stage, I don’t know, but I hope 
not,” Dimitry said. “I’m just not sure. There 
is still some more information I have to get. I 
don’t think I'll get it until Jenifer decides how 
he is going to proportion it (the cuts), but it 
also relates to raising fees.” 

Over fee cap: Raising school fees is pos- 
sible at this stage, but Dimitry does not have 
the authority to do this. Even if he did, it 
would be a tough battle because the Regents 
has established a cap on fees and NECC is 
already above the $30 cap at $31 per credit- 
hour. 

Dimitry is still going to push for the in- 
crease, though NECC has the seventh high- 
est fee out of the fifteen community colleges 
in the Commonwealth. 

“Raising fees is an option. If I could 
predict that right now (raising fees), I could 
say with some accuracy how much I could 
raise to offset Lashman’s cut. If the full 5 
percent is whacked out of our budget, and I 
hope it won’t be and I don’t think it will be, 
we would be losing around $550,000,” 
Dimitry said. 

As the situation stands, Dimitry is not very 
optimistic about the near future because there 
are several top state officials who think the 
situation is going to get worse before it gets 
better. 
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‘20/20’ bias evident 


Columnist cries foul over portrait of women in Pakistan 


By SABA FATIMAH 
Features Editor 

Recently, ABC television’s 20/20 aired a 
shockingly biased broadcast about women in 
Pakistan. 

The segment distorted the truth by sensa- 
tionalizing cases of injustice against women 
and exagerating their frequency. It avoided 
any facts which did fit into their image of 
Pakistan as a place where women live in 
hopeless servitude to an oppressive and bar- 
baric system. 

Brutal facts: The truthis that, yes, women 
do get raped in Pakistan; they do get abused; 
they do get murdered; they do get treated 
unjustly. 

Unfortunately, rape, abuse, murder, and 
sexism are not exclusive to Pakistan. They 
exist everywhere. 

The truth is that women in Pakistan are 
not regarded as second-class citizens. They 
are respected both in traditional roles as wives 
and mothers and for their numerous other 
contributions to society. 

Pakistani women make up a larger per- 
centage of the total number ofdoctors than in 
many “advanced” nations, including the U.S. 
Besides medicine, they are also represented in 
architecture, engineering, science, business, 
law, arts, and teaching. From the example of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, it is clear also 
that women in Pakistan can advance in the 
political field. 

In addition, Pakistani women never had to 
fight for the right to vote. It was automatically 
granted to them at the birth of their nation. 

Anclent culture: Another truth is that 
arranged marriages, separation of men and 
women, and the use of the veil are all part of 
traditional Pakistani culture, to be chosen or 
rejected by individual Pakistanis. 

20/20 stated that Bhutto was forced by 
her family to marry a man she had known only 
seven days. Actually, she had been engaged to 
him for years and agreed to the match. 

Under Pakistani law, a marriage is invalid 
unless the bride expressly consents to it be- 
fore witnesses and it may be annuled other- 
wise. 


File photo 


PAKISTAN'S PRIME Minister, Benazir Bhutto, stands before a mural of her late father, 


Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 


Though most marriages in Pakistan ap- 
pear to be arranged, this often is not the case. 
Many times a couple will decide to get mar- 
ried, tell their parents of their choice, and the 
parents go through all the traditional prepa- 
rations as if they themselves had arranged it 

From the most illiterate to the most edu- 
cated, many Pakistani women choose to 
remain separate from unrelated men. Many 
do not and work side by side with men in their 
jobs everyday. 

Free choice: Likewise, Pakistani women 
of all classes choose to cover their hair and or 
their faces. Many consider it an expression of 


tradition. It is certainly not a form of oppres- 
sion. 

Other Pakistani women choose not to veil 
in any way. This is quite common in the large 
Cities, such as Karachi and Lahore, where 


dress is less conservative and occasionally 
young women can be seen in blue jeans. 

In the case of Bhutto, she has not begun 
to veil because it has been forced upon her. 
She wears it because it is considered more re- 
spectable and she is a politician. 

One of the most glaring of 20/20”s distor- 
tions occurred in its treatment of the zina 
(adultery/fornication) law which prohibits 
any sexual relations outside of marriage. The 
law and its enforcement were characterized 


_ by 20/20 as “barbaric,” though the great 


majority of Pakistanis regard it as an essential 


' part of their Islamic nation. 
Islamic modesty. For others, it is a family ° 


Sensationallized Information: No less 


' than a dozen times were the words “stoning 


to death” shown or spoken in connection to 
the zina law. While it is true that stoning to 
death is one of the official punishments for 
violation of the zina law, 20/20 did not admit 
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_ until the very end of the segment that not one 


person has actually been stoned to death by 
the government of Pakistan for this or any 
other crime. 

Another distortion of the truth occurred 
when 20/20 showed a prison where women 
were imprisoned on the zina charge and 
stated that only women were imprisoned 
there. 

Of course,only women were there. It was 
a women’s prison. 

20/20 also stated there was no proof 
against these women that they actually com- 
mitted zina and then showed the children of 
these women. 

It is quite obvious if a woman is unmar- 
ried, does not claim to have been raped, and 
has a child, that she has had pre-marital sex. 
The child itself is the proof. 

Bias was clear also as 20/20 lamented the 
“cruelty” of the system by which these chil- 


‘dren remained with their imprisoned moth- 


ers for seven years. 

Child protection: The truth is that this is 
not a case of punishing innocent children, but 
of protecting them. With no one to care for 


them, they would be forced to beg and live in — 


the streets. 

Having the child remain is also comforting 
to the mothers. This way they can care for 
their own child and share in its growth and 
development and not have it taken away at 


birth as happens in more “humane” coun- — i 


tes. 

By presenting this segment as it did, 20/20 
discredited itself and did a disservice to its 
audience. At the same time it managed to 
insult millions of Pakistani women and to 
encourage falsehood and cultural elitism. 


Professor reviews his summer journey to China 


By GERRY MORIN 
Guest Contributor 

Being a faculty member of The University 
of Maryland — Asian Division (UMAD) with 
a special interest in China has made 1989 a 
very eventful year for me. 

In March I led a nine-day study tour of 40 
participants to Shanghai, Suzhou and Bei- 
jing. As we freely explored these cities, en- 
gaged in impromptu conversations on the 
street with students practicing English and 
laughed and joked with our Chinese guides, 
we could not have guessed that just a few 
months later world attention would be fo- 
cussed on Tiananmen Square. 

At the end of April, Dr. Julian Jones, 
director of the University of Maryland -Asian 
Division, notified me that I had been selected 
to participate in UMAN’s summer exchange 
program with Northwestern Polytechnical 
University (NPU) in Xi’an. I looked forward 
to teaching for a month at NPU and explor- 
ing the Xi’an area, followed by a few days in 
Beijing and Guilin. I was also delighted when 
my request to take my 14 year-old son along 
as a companion was approved. 

However, as I watched the events unfold 
in Beijing in May and June culminating in the 
Tiananmen Square massacre and the exodus 
of foreigners out of China, I thought it un- 
likely that I would be spending five weeks in 
China. In mid-June, just before we left for a 
month’s visit with family and friends in Iowa 
and Massachusetts, I received a telephone call 
at home from the Office of Foreign Academic 
Exchange Affairs at Xi’an seeking to confirm 
that we were coming. 

At that time I could only say that we had 
not decided not to come. In any case, we went 
ahead with our plans just in case conditions 
improved enough to make our trip possible 


and left for a month in the United States. 
While we carefully monitored the news for 
signs that would tell us whether to go or to 
stay, we kept our plane reservations, and our 
option, open. A critical deciding factor was 
the fact that Dr. Jones was finally able to make 
contact with NPU by telex after several un- 
successful attempts to telephone and fax NPU. 
About 10 days before our scheduled depar- 
ture, we felt conditions had improved suffi- 
ciently to go. 

On July 17, after a two-hour train ride 
form Kowloon station to Guangzhou, we 
met our NPU contact and spent the next day 
sightseeing in Guangzhou and struggling 
with jet-lag. The following day we were ona 
CAAC flight to Xi’an and our destination, 
NPU. 

After a brief orientation and tour of the 

-campus, I examined the course materials 
provided that morning and planned my first 
class meeting. Since all foreign instructors 
had departed a few weeks earlier and new 
instructors had not arrived, it appeared that 
all interested students, totaling abut 70, were 
placed in my one class. 

Fortunately, student, faculty and staff 
were eager, conscientious, and accommodat 
ing, and delighted that we had come. 

We were reminded over and over again in 
the subsequent weeks that we were the first 
Americans to return after the turmoil of June 
3-4. A few of the students in my class were 
undergraduates, but most ofthem were gradu- 
ate students and faculty, and their facility with 
the English language varied widely. Not sur- 
prisingly, many of them a are hoping to have 
an opportunity to study in the United States. 

I met a number of faculty who had been to 
the United States and even a few who had 
spent time at the University of Maryland at 


College Park. Although all the people we en- 
countered were extremely friendly, only a 
small number tried to initiate discussions 
about the violence that occurred in Beijing 
and, following through on the decision I 
made before I arrived in China not to engage 
in political dialogues, I did not pursue con- 
versations with the small number of students 
in my class who seemed eager to enlist sup- 
port for their criticisms of government ac- 
tions. 

Thad also decided I would not be a willing 
participant in the political publicity campaigns 
in which foreigners were being interviewed 
and asked to confirm that everything in China 
had returned to normal. 

It was impossible for us to avoid feeling 
isolated in Xi’an. The only English-language 
newspaper available was the China Daily which 
arrived several days late. The television broad- 
casts featured only the official news with a 
heavy emphasis on the government’s view of 
what happened in Beijing. Furthermore, only 
one of the many letters family and friends sent 
us managed to get through. 

On the whole, however, our stay in China 
was very comfortable. We were provided with 
anew air-conditioned Volkswagen Santana, a 
driver and a tour guide for each of the three 
weekends (Saturday and Sunday) we were in 
Xi’an to visit the famous tombs to the North 
and East of the city and the temples and pag 

Professor Huang Zhongcheng, the Di- 
rector of Foreign Academic Exchange Affairs, 
and the deputy director, Mr. Shen Shihua, 
were extremely eager to please and efficient in 
arranging our travel plans as were the NPU 
contacts in Guangzhou, Beijing and Guilin. 

We sensed that everyone we encountered 
wanted us to leave China with the best pos- 
sible impression, with the hope that we would 


inform others abroad that there was nothing 
to fear in visiting the People’s Republic. 

Conditions in Xi’an Guilin and Guangzhou 
seemed fairly normal; however, conditions in 
Beijing were dramatically different from what 
we had seen in March when our study tour 
visited Tiananmen Square. The relaxed, open, 
and even buoyant atmosphere of mid-March 
was no more. 

Evidence of the continuing martial law 
was all around us — uniformed guards with 
automatic rifles and other individuals keeping 
watch in plain clothes. Pedestrians were not 
allowed to walk into Tiananmen Square; one 
could only pass through it on or ina vehicle. 
Stopping was not permitted. 

We even witnessed four members or the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) conducting 
target practice with pistols just inside the Gate 
of Heavenly Peace. 

Visiting The Great Wall and the Ming 
tombs to the North of Beijing was a refresh- 
ing change from the Tiananmen vicinity. I 
often wonder about the several helpful and 
perhaps “too-outspoken” young guides and 
students that we came to know briefly in 
Beijing last March. 

Although we never felt the least bit threat - 
ened personally, we gave a sigh of reliefas we 
crossed the border into Hong Kong after our 
five week assignment was completed. 

For those of you with an interest in China, 
it is a wonderful and exciting oppportunity. i 
also hope that next summer’s program will 
not be jeopardized by nor follow upon such 
a tragic series of events. 

Editor's note: Professor Morin ts on leave of 
absence from his teaching position at Northern 
Essex Community College He ts presently a lec- 
turer with The University of Maryland — 
Asian Division in Tokyo, Japan. 
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By SABA FATIMAH 
Features Editor 

The Colombian drug war rages on, and 
though the bombs are thousands of miles 
away, the lives of two NECC students are 
touched by their destructiveness. 

Bom in Santa Rosa, a quiet town near 
Medellin, Jorge Gomez came to the U.S. two 
years ago with his parents. Two of his married 
sisters remain in Santa Rosa. 

Gomez keeps in contact with his sisters by 
telephone, letters, and yearly visits. Because 
they are not in the city, he is not as fearful for 
their safety, but as the destruction continues, 
apprehension remains. 

Moved to America: Two and a halfyears 
ago, Gladys Perez joined her husband in 
America. They were married earlier in Medellin 
when he returned for a visit to his family. 
Coming here, she left behind her widowed 
father, brother, and sister. Now she is worried 
for their safety. 

Every day she listens to Spanish radio news 
for any information on the situation in her 
country. Perez is somewhat relieved at the 
recent calm. 

“There was a very bad situation about a 
month ago and many explosions,” she said. 
“But now there has been just one bomb in the 
capital, not in my city.” 

Perez fears the relative peace is only tem- 
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porary, while Gomez believes the overall situ- 
ation is growing worse. 

Land of violence: In past years, fighting 
was sporadic and limited to in-fighting among 
drug cartels. Now the violence is full-scale, 
with the drug lords destroying the cities in re- 
taliation for President Barco’s crackdown and 
extraditions of drug traffickers to the 
U.S.,Gomez said. 

Both Gomez and Perez believe there is 
little either the Colombian or U.S. govern- 
ments can do to halt drug trafficking. 

One problem is the great wealth and influ- 
ence of the drug cartels. “These people have 
a lot of power and help from important 
people in the U.S. and many countries,” 
Gomez said. 

Support for drug traffickers also comes 
from within Colombia, both from the people 
in the government who accept payoffs, and 
from many of those who receive other finan- 
cial benefits as a result of the drug trade. 

Employment provided: “The drug sell- 
ers help many people through giving employ- 
ment and providing housing,” Gomez said. 
They own factories and many businesses not 
related to drug production. 

People fear that ifthe cartels are forced out 
of business, they will join the many unem- 
ployed. Even now a person is lucky to get any 
job, Perez said. 
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Because of the lack of popular support for 
government crackdowns and a general fear of 
poverty, both Gomez and Perez believe that 
it would be impossible to get rid of the drug 
cartels. 

Even if all the drug dealers are put in jail, 
just as many others will begin to deal and the 
problem will remain, Perez said. 

Anyone in Colombia can become rich and 
escape the poverty by exporting cocaine, as 
long as they do not care about other people. 
These people become rich by murdering, 
Gomez said. 

Little can help: Though both Gomez 
and Perez agree that the Columbian and U.S. 
governments can do little to stop the drug 


Group fights to free political 


By MELISSA BUCHIKOS 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine being taken from your home in 
the middle of the night to prison because you 
planned a peaceful protest. 

Now imagine being held without charge, 
unable to contact anyone and being hand- 
cuffed to a metal bed as electrical shocks are 
administered to your body. Imagine the smell 
of burning flesh as cigarettes are applied to 
your skin, or imagine walking up and down a 
prison hallway naked, forced to sing pro- 
government chants. 

For most people, these thoughts are in- 
conceivable. Though frightening, torture 
and political detention occur every day in 
one-third of the world’s countries. 

“No one’s human rights should be vio- 
lated, and anyone who violates them should 
be crushed...it’s a huge injustice on human- 
ity,” said NECC student Ed Perusse. 

Amnesty International (AI) is anon-profit 
organization aimed at ending torture and 
other human rights violations. Armed with a 
pencil and a piece of paper, members (known 
as the Freedom Writer’s Network) send let- 
ters and telegrams to government authorities 
known for initiating torture or imprisoning 
men, women and even children. 


Innocent prisoners: These people are 
held because of their beliefs, color, sex, ethnic 
origin, or religion and have neither used or 
advocated violence. 

The thousands of responses the govern- 
ments receive from people around the world 
give notice to prison and government officials 
that their actions have been exposed. Even 
the most tyrannical governments don’t want 
to seem repressive before their own citizens 
or other countries. Their bankers have to‘ne- 
gotiate with representatives of other coun- 
tries, and their ships have to dock at foreign 
ports. 

Eventually, governments must ask them- 
selves, “Is this particular prisoner worth all 
this negative publicity? Is keeping this indi- 
vidual in jail or torturing this person worth all 
the trouble it’s causing?” John Healey, AI’s 
executive director, said. 

Last year alone, about 2,000 prisoners 
were released. 

Persistent lobbying: Amnesty Interna- 
tional also brings pressure against offending 
governments through their consultative status 
with the United Nations, the Council of 
Europe and through intergovernmental 
bodies in Africa and Latin America. Also, in 
hearings before Congress, and in private 


meetings with lawmakers, AI representatives 
urge officials to carefully consider human 
rights data when making foreign policy, Healey 
said. 

Amnesty International has been around 
for about 27 years, but gained attention re- 
cently due to outspoken musicians like Sting 
and Peter Gabriel, who staged benefit con- 
certs with other musicians. 

“Tt seems like only the musicians are smart 
enough to actually band together to push it 
because they’re not so much involved with 
governments and the bureaucracy ,” Prusse 
said. 

Amnesty International is the only organi- 
zation ofits kind to receive a Nobel Prize for 
Peace. 

Torture can be stopped. Prisoners can be 
freed. Lives can be saved through direct ac- 
tion by Amnesty International. It is up to 
everyone to free the prisoners of conscience, 
Healey said. 

Effective efforts “When the first 200 
letters from Amnesty came, the guard gave 
me back my clothes. Then the next 200 letters 
came and the prison director came to see me. 
The letters kept coming. The president called 
the prison and told them to let me go,” said 
one prisoner. 


trade, they said both governments are help- 
ing the situation in a limited way and should 
continue their efforts. 

Both believe the U.S. emphasis should be 
on education and rehabilitation ,in order to 
cut drug dependency. 

“The only real solution is with the people 
who use drugs,” Gomez said. 

Perez agrees. “They can finish with the 
drug dealers but they can’t finish with the 
drug users,” she said. “The users will create a 
way to get the drugs.” 

“Stopping people from taking drugs, that’s 
the only way,” she said. 

If people gradually stopped using drugs, 
then other commodities would be produced 
in Colombia, Gomez said. “The powerful 
people will no longer have a reason to export 
drugs.” 

Won’t return: Despite their love for their 
country and family members they left behind, 
neither Gomez nor Perez believe they will 
ever return to Colombia, except to visit. 

The intense poverty, the lack of employ- 
ment and educational opportunities, the drug 
war and its constant threat have all sealed their 
decision, they said. 

Columbia is very beautiful, the weather, 
the cities, the people, the diversity, the way of 
life, Perez said. “The only thing they don’t 
have is security.” 


prisoners 


“On Christmas Eve, the door to my cell 
opened and the guard tossed in a crumpled 
piece of paper. It said, “Take heart. The world 
knows you’re alive. We’re with you.’ That 
letter saved my life,” a freed Paraguyan pris- 
oner said. 

Becoming a member of Amnesty Interna- 
tional is simple, Just send a tax-deductable 
contribution (minimum $15 for students and 
senior citizens, $25 for everyone else) to 
Amnesty International, 322 Eighth Ave., New 
York, N.Y., 10001, or contact the Northeast 
Region Office at 58 Day Street, Somerville, 
Mass., 02144. 


Hispanics face many obstacles in U.S. 


VIOLA MERCADO. 


By VIOLA MERCADO 
Guest Contributor 

My name is Viola Mercado. I'd like to talk 
about some of the problems a Hispanic per- 
son faces. 

Upon coming to the United States, his life 
changes completely and he undergoes great 
stress. Everything is different, especially the 
language, food, weather, and customs. Rents 
are high and he has to fight all these things in 
addition to powerful attitudes of prejudice 
against him. 

Know English: The first difficulty a His- 
panic has to face is not knowing English. If 
you know English, you can solve many prob- 
lems by yourself: finding a job, asking for 
something you need, taking a taxi, or even 
asking for directions when you’re lost. Can 
you imagine how people do these things 
without knowing the language? 


Another problem that Hispanic people 
have is food. Hispanic countries have their 
own routine times to eat. 

The weather is different, too. People who 
come from the Caribbean Islands are afraid 
sometimes frustrated by their first winter 


here. Onthe islands people have warm weather 
through the entire year. 

Good credit: Most people are surprised 
when they come to the U.S. and they go to 
rent an apartment. The rent is high. Some- 
times they are excluded from a nice place to 
live even when they have references and good 
credit.Sometimes they work only to pay rent. 
I feel tighter control over landlords would 
improve this situation. 

In conclusion, I feel Hispanics suffer a lot 
when they come here. There are many ob- 
stacles, but people can over come then with 
hard work, determination, and positive goals 
based on my experience in this country, Ihave 
respect and admiration for those who adjust 
successfully to a new culture. 

Editor’s note: 

Viola Mercado is an NECC Enghsh as a 
Second Language student. 
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By CHRISTOPHER DROGOS 
Arts/Entertainment Editor 

A cool breeze blew outside the Bentley Library, but inside 
the jazz was hot as the Lazlo Gardony Quartet performed at 
NECC Friday, Oct. 13. 

On one of the unluckiest days of the year, Gardony 
managed to perform easily the best jazz concert at NECC in 
the past year and a half. 

Supporting his album, The Legend of Tsum1, Gardony was 
joined by Mick Goodrick, guitar; Marcello Pellitteri, drums; 
and Joe Fitzgerald, bass. 

Opening song: Mecting You There opened up the program 
without the usual difficulties associated with the first song of a 
concert. The mid tempo tune featured excellent solos by 
Gardony and Goodrick who stayed away from excessive 
meanderings; instead they played terse rans composed of 
beginning, middles, and ends. 

The song introduced Gardony’s style: the introduction of a 
theme, usually on piano and guitar, and then the explication 
and development through alternative soloing and then the 
return to the original theme. A process not unique, yet made 
effective through Gardony’s leadership. 

The next two songs, E/f Dance and Orange City continued 
this style with excellent results. These songs were both faster 
than the first. E/f Dance featured Wes Montgomery-style 
guitar work by Goodrick. 

Orange City featured the first solo by the bassist, Fitzger- 
ald, who added dimension to the song utilizing the style of 
Gardony and Goodrick: well thought out solos which explore 
but not meander. 

Parental Love: The title track of his album, The Legend of 
Tsumt, was next. Starting out with a slow piano/guitar/bass 
figure which was joined by the drums, increasing the tempo. 
After the exploration of the theme, the song returned to its 
original figure, without drums. __ 

The song was inspired by Gardony’ $ son and managed to 
capture his love for the child in two different ways. The slow 
introduction represented his deep-felt love for the child and 
the fast section showed his outright, open, joyous love for the 
child. 

The fifth song is yet to be named. Gardony is perfecting 
the song on the road, and it will be on his next album, due 
out in January. The song’s working title is Sleep On It, but 
Gardony said to “call it just Blues for now. I haven’t decided 
its title yet.” 

The song was the most surprising and innovative of the 
night. A down and dirty, funky blues tune was the last thing 
to be expected from this quartet. It was one of the most 
exciting pieces of live jazz this reviewer has ever heard. 
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LAZLO GARDONY AND FRIENDS entertain an enthu- 
siastic college crowd last Friday night in the Bentley 


Library. Top left, clockwise are guitarist Mick Goodrick, 
pianist Gardony, bassist Joe Fitzgerald and Gardony, 


and drummer Marcello Pellitteri. 


Funky Drummer: Everyone but the drummer soloed; each 


maintained the funky groove of the song and carried it even 
further through their explorations. The highlight of the song 
was the rhythm section. 

The drummer so far had been excellent but now Pellitteri 
challenged the other musicians, pushing to the front, accent- 
ing with anything he had. The key was the constant use of the 


ride cymbal, which rather than putting a wash over everything, 


fit in clearly and cleanly. 

_ Using an acoustic bass, Fitzgerald amazingly enough laid 
down a funky bass line. When one thinks funk, one tends to 
think electric. Yet through his rhythm and solo work he 
managed to add a dimension which helped give the piece its 
authenticity. 

After the intermission the group returned without 
Goodrick, who sat the out of The Trickster. A marching drum 
beat, skipping bass line and bouncing piano with a varying 
tempo, generated an air of mischief as suggested by the title. 

Emotional Ballad: Well into the program, the first ballad 


appeared. Ballads are blank canvasses on which the artist paints 


distinct emotions. They tend however, to be sketched with 
doodles rather than artwork. 

Soul was a masterpiece thanks to beautiful, loving, guitar 
work from Goodrick, and melancholy piano from Gardony. 
The contrast in emotions managed to reflect the fragile ever- 
changing human soul. 

Breaking Out did just that as the quartet launched into an 
up tempo song with an undeniable chase quality to it. Moving 
faster and faster, it at times approached breakneck speed. 

The tempo slowed during the two separate guitar solos, 
but as Gardony let out, the speed increased once again. 

Drum Herolcs: The drum solo was the cross over from 
breakneck speed to out of control. Pellitteri maintained a 
constant driving rhythm while adding accents which were 
perfect additions to the song. When the rest of the band 
rejoined him, the song continued its pace until its dead stop 
conclusion. 

The mid tempo beat of the solo piano piece Sunrise was 
welcomed after the previous work’s speed. Gardony showered 
the audience with cascades of joyous piano figures. A simple 
piano figure held the rhythm as Gardony created a beautiful, 
exciting landscape with his solo. He then returned to the 
shower of notes which opened the song. 

The last song, Emeralds, contained the most interesting 
theme of all the compositions. An up tempo song, it featured 
very active drumming and once again, very bottom bass. 

For the second solo of the song, Goodrick switched the 
sound of his guitar from its soft, bouncy, quality to a sharp, 
harder sound. The switch in sound created a dramatic effect 
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LAZLO GARDONY PLAYS for an appreciative audi 
ence in an NECC Creative Arts Series program. 


and served to highlight his solo. 

Master Expressionist: Gardony’s exploration was as 
tasteful and exciting as his previous sclos and ended the song 
bouncing phrases back and forth as the tempo slowed to the — 
end. 

Gardony proved to be an excellent composer and innova- — 
tive performer: As a leader he is very open to letting his nee! 
mates explore their own directions. 

The crowd of about 125 people were enthusiastic srs 
during intermission purchased quite a few cassettes of \ 
Gardony’s latest album.. ts oy I 


Master 
entertainer 
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OT JUST JAMES' brother, Livingston 
aylor entertains an enthusiastic NECC 
sdience. Right, Taylor hams it up with 
racemarie Tomaselli in an amusing 
indition of City Lights. 


New cinema 1 offers 


good food, movies 
 —Amesbury's Stage IT has tt all, 


from first run films to dinner menu 


By LEE ANN CHEEK 
ae Staff Reporter 

Parenthood, Uncle Buck, Black Rain, and 
Wd Gringo are just a few of the upcoming 
jovies to be shown at Stage II Cinema Pub, 
ated at 109 Main Street in Amesbury. 

The theater, set up with tables and chairs 
) hold approximately 100 people, offers 
eer, wine, soda and appetizers for the 
loviegoer to enjoy. 

Food avaliable: Appetizers include pizza, 
achos, hot dogs, popcorn, assorted snacks, 
ad desserts. Waitresses are available to take 
rders before and during the show. 

“It’s an economical way to take out the 
mily,” said Brian Turbiry, who with his wife, 
lonna, opened Stage II Cinema Pub at the 
rmer location of the Amesbury Playhouse 
st February. 

After the Amesbury Playhouse decided to 
love out of the space where Stage I] Cinema 
ub is now located, the Turbiry’s needed to 
© something with the space. Looking into 
MUU SP ati EE SS 


care GIES 


the zoning regulations for the space, they 
conceived the idea of a cinema pub. 

Movies shown in the past include Beaches, 
Batman, Lethal Weapon II, Rain Man, 
Indian Jones and the Last Crusade, Dead Poet 
Society, Casualties of War, Turner and Hooch, 
and most recently, When Harry met Sally. 

Audiences love It: “We love it. It’s great 
to sit and relax with a glass of wine while 
watching a movie,” Mary Labua of 
Newburyport said. “I never have that boxed 
in or crowded feeling. If we want to see a 
movie, we wait and see it at Stage II. I think 
it’s a great idea.” 

The Turbiry’s film broker negotiates with 
distributors for sub-run movies not playing in 
the area. Because there are not many major 
theaters in the area moviegoers do not have 
to wait long to see a movie at Stage II 
Cinema Pub. 

“I love coming here. My husband and I 
come with friends at least once a month. 
Ones a week, I drive p ae the parking lot 


By CHRISTOPHER DROGOS 

Arts/Entertainment Editor 

In a performance which mixed music, 
merriment and mirth, Livingston Taylor once 
again captivated an enormous audience and 
proved he is one of the most popular 
entertainers to appear at NECC. 

Accompanying himself on guitar, banjo, or 
piano, Taylor performed a variety of songs, 
some as medleys. Yet he exhibited that the 
strongest asset in his possession is his soulful 
voice. Whether he crooned, scatted, whistled 
or simply sang, it was his ability to evoke a 
variety of emotions through his voice that 
endeared him to the crowd. 

Sartorlal Perfection: Dressed in a blue- 
striped, buttoned-down shirt, gray slacks, 
brown hush puppies, and a bright red sweater 
vest with a huge octopus on it Taylor also 
used facial and hand gestures to evoke 
responses from the audience. Eye-brows 
raised, eyes bugging-out, hands in his pockets 
and bouncing on his heels, he would shoot a 
glance at the audience after making a satirical 
or humorous statement eliciting even more 
laughs. 

“T’m doing every song I’ve heard since I 
was two. We’re pulling a (Bruce) Springsteen 
here,” Taylor said jokingly. Yet he played so 
many songs that perhaps he meant it. 

His songs of life carried weight due to his 
use of his voice in a soulful manner. Life Is 
Good, (from his new album), Going ‘Round, 
It’s My Job, and 5th and Vine, carried a 
conviction which bordered on preaching but 
it never crossed that line. 

As Taylor said, “I’m an entertainer not a 
preacher. An entertainer collects the money 
when you’re coming in, (as he tapped himself 
on the head), a preacher collects it on the way 
out.” 

He sang about his past in Carolina Day, 
which mentioned his various siblings, and of 
his childhood and devotion to his grand- 
mother in Grandmother’s Hands. 

Interactive performance: During his 
performance of City Lights , (originally a duet 
with his brother James), Taylor pulled a 
scared, trembling and red as a tomato 
Gracemarie Tomaselli out of the audience to 
sing the accompaniment. Taylor’s and the 
crowds friendliness helped the scene move 
smoothly. 

His love songs varied from serious: Dance 
With Me, Loving Arms Again, Heart and 
Soul, and his most popular single, the classic 
FU Be In Love With You, to the comic I’m 
With You Everywhere , the story of a dollar bill 
on which a girl writes “I love you,” and its 
travels from one person to the other. 


on my home from work to see what’s playing 
at Stage II,” Maryellen Strabone of Amesbury 
said. 

Show times: Stage II Cinema Pub has 


shows on Friday and Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 
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After passing through the hands of clerks, 
grocers, businessmen and junkies, the bill finds 
its way into Taylor’s possession, and he 
immediately calls his girlfriend to inform her 
he received her note. 

Taylor could just as easily be humorous 
and not slip into self parody. The best 
accepted songs were the humorous ones. 

Novel approach: Taylor’s first, The Book 
I’m Writing on You , set the tone for the rest 
of evening. The song dealt with a relationship 
in the context of a book, written chapter by 
chapter, as things happen. It was hilarious as 
the relationship declined as the “book” 
continued. The funniest line was at the end 
when, after he had broken up with her and 
was free, she calls him and he sings that now 
he’s working on a sequel. 

On the Day the Big Bang Comes Again ,a 
journey through history and day to day living 
as seen from the eyes of a pessimist, was 
nothing more than an excuse (albeit hilarious) 
not to mow the lawn because there’s going to 
be another big bang. 

Railroad Bill was ingenious and extremely 
funny as a satire on folk music. The story 
dealt with Bill the railroad man, a mean, nasty 
fellow, who is walking down the street. The 
narrator of the story (Taylor) directs Bill to 
aid a cat stuck in a tree. Henceforth the 
action deals with Bill, who refuses to aid the 
cat and the narrator who is indignant at this 
affront. 

The battle which ensues always maintains a 
melody but Taylor’s crisp clear delivery is the 
driving force. Although the action moves fast, 
there is no confusion due to incomprehen- 
s10n. 

Banjo experimentation: Almost as 
humorous were “the songs which should 
never be played on banjo.” Taylor immedi- 
ately launched into Youre So Vain, played 
extremely fast with that springing, bouncing 
quality the banjo possesses. 

Fernando was next, followed by the Theme 
From Evita, New York, New York, Jailhouse 
Rock, and All the Girls Pve Loved Before . Each 
was hilarious in its own ridiculous presenta- 
tion. 

The crowd of over 300 people, with many 
lining the walls of the gallery, left no doubt as 
to their feelings for Taylor. Some of his 
opening lines were directed at the current 
fiscal problems in the state such as “I like it 
here, too bad it’s going to close down,” 
which further endeared him to the crowd. 


It's movie tim 


L. Cheek Sree 
DONNA AND BRIAN TURBIRY, owners 
of Stage Il Cinema Pub in Amesbury. 
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and 9:30 p.m. and doors open at 6:15 p.m. 
Sunday, Wednesday and Thursday the show is 
at 7:00 p.m. only. Wednesday is Ladies 
Night. Ladies get in for only $1.00. 

Movies normally run Friday through 
Thursday. Call 388-6555 for a recorded 
announcement of, current offering. 
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Andreas 


Vollenweider 


Tuesday, October 24, 8 p.m.- 
Wang Center for the Performing 
Arts, 268 Tremont St. Boston. 
Tickets are $24.75 and $21.75. 
Telephone (617) 787-8000 for 
more information. 

Supporting his latest album, 
Dancing With the Lion, Vol- 
lenweider is making his only New 
England stop on the tour. The 
Swiss electro-acoustic harpist is 
joined by Walter Keiser on drums 
and percussion, Tomy Fessler on 
guitars and percussion, Santino 
Famulari on keyboards, and 
Markus Huhne on sax and wind 
instruments. 

Vollenweider creates music 
which surges with a rhythmic 
vitality into a swirling spectrum of 
colors that include splashes of the 
Caribbean, the Orient, and 
everything from country to 
classical to jazz to rock. All 
combine to result in an extraordi- 
nary tapestry of sound. 


My Fair Lady 

Performances through October 
28- North Shore Music Theatre, 
Beverly, MA. Telephone (800) 
649-7125 for times, ticket prices 
and more information. , 

The Alan Jay Lerner and 
Frederick Loewe musical based on 
the George Bernard Shaw play, 
Pygmalion is directed by William 
Wesbrooks. 

The story of Henry Higgins, a 
professor of phonetics, who is 
challenged to make a lady out of a 
poor ignorant flower girl, Eliza 
Doolittle, and the changes in each 
other’s lives which result. The 
production is superbly reproduced 
for the arena stage with excellent 
performances from Maureen 
Brennan and David Staller. 


Jeeves comes 
to Hasty Pudding 


A month long run starting Oc- 
tober 17-Hasty Pudding Theatre, 
12 Holyoke St., Harvard Square, 
Cambridge. Telephone (617) 
576-1602 for times, ticket prices 
and more information. 

This one man, two act, 12 
character comedy, based on the 
classic novels of P.G. Wodehouse, 
brings to life the characters of 
man-about-town Bertie Wooster 
and his superior but irreplaceable 
gentleman’s gentleman, Jeeves, 
along with 10 other eccentrics 
who populate their lives. Directed 
by Gilliam Lynne and devised, 
adapted and performed by 
Edward Duke. 


Whistler House 


Museum of Art 

243 Worthen St., Lowell. Tele- 
phone (508) 452-7641 for times, 
admission fees and more informa- 
tion. 
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Top Notch Players 


Busy schedule in store for this semester 


By DAN MENIHANE 
Staff Reporter 

Northern Essex Community College’s 
Top Notch Players will stage Crimes of the 
Heart November 3, 4, 10, 11 in the Top 
Notch Theatre at 8 p.m. 

Crimes of the Heart won a Pulitzer 
Prize in 1982 when it was produced as an 
Off- Broadway play. Written by Beth 
Henley, the play is set in the small southern 
town of Hazelhurst, Miss. in 1974 during a 
24 hour period. 

Featured cast: NECC’s Top Notch 
Players production will feature Ellen 
Mitchell as Lenny (Lenora) Magrath, Dina 
Owen as Meg Magrath, Sheilagh Cruick- 
shank as Rebecca Magrath, Tricia Keon as 
the sister’s bossy cousin, Chic Boyle, 
Judson Bell (JB) as lawyer Barnett Lloyd 
and Mark Campano as Doc Porter. 

Susan Sanders, theatre coordinator and 
adviser to the Top Notch Players, will 
direct Crimes. Sanders graduated from 
Ithaca College with a degree in Speech and 
Theatre. After several years of teaching at a 
high school in Horseheads, N.Y., she 
returned to school and graduated from 
Emerson College with her master’s degree 
in Speech. 

After working at NECC and Mount Ida 
Junior College part-time, Sanders was hired 
as a full-time instructor at NECC in 1982. 
In 1985, she was appointed coordinator of 
theatre at NECC. 

“It’s a play about loneliness. All three of 
the sisters are lonely, each in their own way. 
All of the characters are off the wall, a little 
different,” she said. 

Family backbone: Ellen Mitchell, who 
plays Lenny Magrath, describes the charac- 
ters as “an ordinary family who are dealing 
with extraordinary problems. My character 
is the backbone of the family. She takes 
care of old grand-daddy who lives in the 
house with her. She listens to everyone 
else’s problems. She is basically normal 
although she has felt a lot of rejection and 
rivalry with Meg (her sister) throughout 
her life,” she said. 

The production of Crimes will be 
entered in the American College Theatre 
Festival. Festival organizers will send two 
representatives to critique Crimes and 
choose one actor to enter the Irene Ryan 
Acting Competition. They could also 


Acting Talent 


VETERAN TOP Notch actors Mark Campano and Sheilagh Cruickshank perform 


in a recent play. 


nominate the whole production to go on to 
the competition which will be held in 
Providence, RI. 

Great experience: James Robinson, 
an English major, will operate the lights 
while Gary Lynch, a computer-aided « 
drafting student, is the stage manager for 
Crimes . They have both been involved in 
several previous productions with the 
Players and feel it is great experience. 

“There’s a learning process working 
with the drama society (Top Notch 
Players), once you graduate you will be 
able to appreciate the theatre,” Lynch said. 

“J learn a lot working with Sue (Sand- 
ers). I would recommend taking drama to 
anyone interested in learning vocabulary, 
parts of speech, character, and how to be in 
front of a crowd and bring words to life.” 

Sanders echoes his sentiment.“ You 
don’t have to have any experience, just 
interest and enthusiasm,” she said. 

Top Notch Players will also present four 
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evenings of one act plays on November 30, 
December 1, 2, and 3 at 8 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theatre. Each play will be directed 
by a student. ' 
Suppressed Destres will be directed by 
Theresia Moussa. Shubert’s Last Serenade 
will be directed by Missy Perry. School For — 
Fathers will be under the direction of 
Donna Kelly. ; 
Interpreted for deaf: School For — 
Fathers , which is being adapted for —~ 
American Sign Language, involves deaf ~~ 


students, interpreter training students, and ~ 


interpreters:at the school. All of the plays 
will be interpreted for the deaf. One 
performance of Crimes will also be 
interpreted on a date to be announced 
later. 

Tickets to all shows are $2 for students 
and senior citizens and three dollars for all 
others. Anyone interested in joining the 
Top Notch Players should contact Sanders 
at ext. 5865. 


Public Image Limited storms Boston 


By LESLEY GOLDBERG 
Staff Reporter 

Public Image Limited, a.k.a. P.I.L., took 
the Orpheum Theatre by storm 
recently,along with opening act, Flesh for 
Lulu. Boston was the tour’s first stop. 

At 7 p.m. the lobby was jam-packed 
with punks, yuppies, students of all ages 
and a handful of bikers, all eagerly waiting 
to see one of the hottest and most outra- 
geous bands of the 80s. 

People busily bought P.I.L. parapherna- 
lia, comparing costumes and plotting how 
they were going to get closer to the stage. 
Excitement was in the air. 

Promptly at 7:30, the house lights went 
down and the opening band took their 
position on stage. 

Warnrup act: Performing great hits 
like I Go Crazy from the motion picture 
Pretty in Pink, Flesh for Lulu caused the 
crowd to rise to their feet and dance to the 
beat. The audience went wild when they 
played their video smash, Postcards from 
Paradise. The group certainly fulfilled their 
end of the bargain by getting the fans 
warmed up for the main attraction, P.I.L. 

Band members scurried across stage 
with their warpaint glowing in the dark. 
Lead vocalist Johny Lydon confidently 
strolled on after a significant pause, 
mocking the audience by cupping his ear 


yelling in a thick British accent, “Boston, I 
can’t hear you!” 

At this point the crowd was out of 
control, and P.I.L. brought down the 
house with great hits like Seattle, Happy, 
Disappointed and The Body , the highlight 
of the evening. 

Lydon lifted up his multi-colored 
pajama top, paraded around with his index 
fingers pressed against his chest and urged 
the crowd to do the same. 

With Lydon’s cocky or confused look, 
the crowd went nuts. His movements were 
quick, exaggerated, and at times crude, but 
what the audience wants, Johny gives. 

Looking around the crowd, one could 
see people jumping up and down during 
one song then standing completely still to 
another. Lydon’s stage presence was in full 
force this evening. 

Crowd wants more: A wave of energy 
swept over the crowd as the band made 
their first exit offstage. Stamping their feet 
and assaulting the backs of their chairs, the 
audience screamed for more. Lydon 
reassured them and followed up with two 
more deafening encores to leave a ringing 
noise that lingered in one’s ears for several 
days after. 

The crowd filed out of the theatre flab- 
bergasted and completely satisfied. 
Judging by the looks on their faces, they 


enjoyed the show immensely and are very 
much waiting for the return of the obnox- 
ious, zany and entertaining Lydon and 
Public Image Limited. 


Wednesday, October 18, 1989. 


a 


Observer Arts & Entertainment 


Seanachie: 


By JOSHUA SQUIRE 
Staff Reporter 
Trish storyteller Sharon Kennedy per- 
Ris formed at the NECC Bentley Library 
recently before an audience of about 100 
people. 

Her performance, entitled An American 
Storyteller in Ireland; The Wit and the Won- 
der; The Tellers and the Tales, was loved by 
the crowd, both young and old. 

Kennedy took a journey through Ireland 
to collect stories from seanachies, or story- 
tellers, who keep oral traditions of their 


village alive by spinning tales to pass down 
from generation to generation. 

Tales of Little People: On her trip to 
Ireland she met Brud Petty, who tells tales 
of the little people and the power of the 
Dmids; Mickleen Connlan, who tells the 
story of the giant, Finn McCool; Paddy 
Shannon, who tells tales of his 
grandfather’s time and of the “selkies,” or 
seal people; John Campbell, who tells 
delightfully irreverent jokes of a new bride 
and bridegroom’s first discovery of sex and 
of Irish men who can’t find a toilet in New 


Stones rock thousands 
at Sullivan Stadium 


By CHERYLANN COCO 
Staff Reporter 

Crowds of fans marched a two to four 
mile hike to Sullivan Stadium recently for a 
third performance by the Rolling Stones. 
Others piled into limousines and buses. 

Many of the fans walking along the way 
held signs saying, “I need tickets!” Scalpers 
were selling them for up to $500 and some 
of the more dedicated fans paid the price. 
After all, it was worth it. 

The lights were turned off, the drums 
sounded and the fans roared with excite- 
ment as the members of the Stones 
appeared one by one under purple and pink 
stage lights. Fans were in awe of the band 
before the show started, so one can only 
imagine the electricity that shot through 
Sullivan Stadium as the Stones performed 
their first selection, Start Me Up. 

Fans chant: Mick Jagger really strut his 
stuff, and he had every reason to do so. The 
band played phenomenally and the fans 
chanted in unison to every song selection 
performed that evening. Most of the fans 
enjoyed the older tunes more than the 
newer ones, but sang them all anyway. 

The guitar playing by Keith Richards 
was amplified into the souls of thousands of 
fans. The drums beat wildly in their hearts 
and the bass vibrated every body into 
perfect rhythm. The Rolling Stones have 
been together for more than 25 years and 
are still going strong. 

The concert remained this way for 


ee 


roughly two hours. Did anyone get tired of 


hearing the Stones play ? No, the crowd 
remained standing for the duration of the 
spectacular show. A fabulous fireworks 
display ended this historical event as the 
Stones boarded their helicopter and flew 
away into the night. 

The concert didn’t seem to end quite at 
that point. The Stones made such an 
impact on the 55,000 fans that singing 
could be heard as everyone cleared the 
stadium. Those who lived in the area had it 
easy. It took about two hours before most 
people could even move from their parking 
spaces and another half hour until they 
drove out of the lot. 

Few compaints: All in all, the show 
was a huge success. Brian O’Donovan, 
Sullivan Stadium employee said, “We have 
had less complaints from this concert than 
any other we have had. In fact, we have 
only received three complaints out of a 
total of 165,000 fans who attended the 
shows. I would love to have them back for 
a 40th reunion.” 


Stories from afar 
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IRISH STORYTELLER Sharon Kennedy travelled to 
Ireland to bring back humorous and mythical tales, far left. 


YOUNG AND old alike are captivated by the amazing 


Stories Kennedy tells. 


Sharon Kennedy delights 
with beautiful Irish tales 


York City; and Brigid Hannaway, whose 
tales give Americans a glimpse of the mysti- 
cism and mythology of ancient Ireland. 

Kennedy started off with John 
Campbell’s comical story of two Irishmen 
in New York City who can’t find a toilet. 
She then told the audience about her quest 
to find the ancient stories of Ireland, and 
broke up stories with musical limericks on 
her guitar. 

Other stories: The Life Long Learning 
audience appeared to love every minute of 
it. Other stories she told included Rip van 
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Winkle, who sleeps for 200 years, and the 
ironic tale of a hunter who has a lucky day 
and then gets his head chopped off. 

Kennedy’s storytelling ability evolves 
from her experience as an actress and 
teacher, as well as a storyteller. Her 
performance was enhanced by her singing 
and guitar playing. 

Aside from Irish sagas, Kennedy also en- 
joys stories about native Americans. 
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Small food company supports 
many environmental, social groups 


By KELLY CARACCIO 
Staff Reporter 

Last spring, Annie’s Inc., an exciting new 
food company hit the market. This company 
greatly differs from the large food conglom- 
erates that dominate the business world, and 
there is an interesting story behind it. 

It began when Ann Withey created the 
recipe for Smartfood, and founded the com- 
pany with her husband. As the product be- 
came more successful the couple was re- 
placed by corporate managers and venture 
capitalists. Annie’s name was taken off the 
product and she was forgotten. 

According to Ann, the Withey’s were plan- 
ning to gradually get out of the business, but 
things happened too quickly, and not to their 
advantage. She began the company to help 
with environmental problems, and the people 
who are now involved with Smartfood do not 
have the same values, she said. 

New venture: After the disappointment 
with Smartfood, Ann was unsure ifshe wanted 
to begin anew company, but after friends and 
family asked her to try again, she decided to 
give it a try. 

In March Annie’s All Natural Popcorn 
With Real Wisconsin Cheese was introduced 
in New England. The bright green bag fea- 
tures Bernie, the rabbit of approval. 

This is no ordinary bag and no ordinary 
company, however. The five people at Annie’s 
all have business abilities, yet they also have a 
strong social and environmental conscience. 


Former student finds success in part because of NECC 


By ZOILA RAMOS 
Staff Reporter 

With a little bit of luck and a lot of hard 
work, George Hanna, a 1978 NECC gradu- 
ate, has been able to become a successful 
businessman. 

The 31 year-old Beirut native came to this 
country at 18 with many high hopes. He 
attended one year of high school in Manch- 
ester, N.H. and then came to NECC. 

He originally applied to the University of 
Lowell but because he was not fluent in 
English it was suggested to him that he 
strengthen it by attending Northern Essex 
with its ESL (English as a Second Language) 
program and then go back to Lowell. 

While at NECC, he studied engineering 
science. As he grew up in Lebanon he at- 
tended many different schools and out of the 
11 he went to he liked NECC the best. 

Excellent atmosphere:“I felt good 


my 


Between them, they all belong to, or 
support over ten environmental groups and 
charities. They are currently looking for a 
group to support with Annie’s popcorn. 

Soclal consclence: Annie’s is more than 
a company; it is a positive example which 
shows a company can contribute a portion of 
gross sales to social and environmental solu- 
tions and stay in business, she said. 

It provides an example that a product 
package can discuss important controversial 
environmental problems, such as recycling, 
and survive the industry’s wrath and provide 
an example that a tiny company, with better 
products, can survive the overwhelming forces 
of multi-billion food corporations. 

Annie’s also competes with the ultimate 
food giant. In 1989, Kraft General Foods has 
announced its plan to spend $1 billion on 
advertising. Kraft is the dominant macaroni 
and cheese dinner, and Annie looked at the 
ingredients of the artificial, glow-in-the-dark 
orange Kraft cheese and knewshe could come 
up with a better, more healthy recipe. 


She was successful in concocting a recipe, 
and after one year on the New England 
supermarket shelves with no advertising, 
Annie’s All Natural Macaroni and Cheese is 
catching on. 

David vs. Gollath: Kraft can certainly out 
advertise Annie, but word of mouth from one 
person to another can sometimes be just as 
powerful. 


about the school. It is in a nice location and 
it has good teachers,” he said. “This was the 
only school where I felt I was free to do what 
I wanted.” 

He said he also liked the fact that NECC 
has a very friendly atmosphere and compli- 


SHARPEN YOUR 
COMPETITIVE 
EDGE WITH 

AIR FORCE ROTC. 


No matter what area 


you've chosen for your college 


major, you can enhance your com- 
petitive strengths now. Join Air Force 
ROTC, and you'll begin the first steps toward 
becoming an Air Force pilot, navigator, engineer, 


manager — a range of different disciplines. Most impor- 
tant: your skills and managerial expertise will be built on 
the solid foundations of leadership that are critical to 
career success. 
Call 


CAPT JIM ALBERT 
478-3021 


Leadership Excellence Starts Here 
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Bernie likes it 


BERNIE, ANNIE'S rabbit of approval, likes the new idea in snack food, popcom marketedwiththe == 
environment in mind. Annie uses recyclablematerials and non-hazardous processes. appt 


mented the cafeteria’s staff and food. He feels 
that none of the other schools he attended 
had any of these qualities, including U Low- 
ell. 

“Northern Essex is a great school, and 
there is no reason to go to any other school 
and pay all that money. If you want a good 
education you can get it at Northern Essex,” 
he said. 

Hanna is married and has a son Ryan and 
a daughter Layal. He met his wife of nine and 
a half years here at NECC. He proudly said 
the first time he saw Ann Marie he knew she 
was the woman he was going to marry. 

Obtains MBA: After graduating from U 
Lowell he took classes at night at Hanscom 
Field to get his MBA. His interest in the food 
business began when he started buying pita 
bread from Joseph’s Middle East Bakery and 
selling it where it was not already sold in 
Connecticut. He found he could make a lot 
of money doing this. 

He then started dealing with a bakery in 
Worcester that was going out of business. His 
intentions were to buy the bakery but at the 
time he could not afford the $315,000 they 
wanted so he decided to lease the place with 
an option to buy. He saved the bakery by 
making his payments on time and at the same 
time established a trust with the bank. Even- 
tually the bakery was his. 

Two years later at 25 he sold the bakery for 
$1,000,000 and then went into business with 
his father who owns Cedar’s Mediterranean 
Foods Inc. in Plaistow, N. H. 

Natural foods: Hanna’s business special- 
izes in all natural dips, salads and Mediterra- 
nean pies. They sell their goods to big chain 
supermarkets from Shaw’s to Stop and Shop 
and have branched out to places like New 
York, New Jersey, Ohio, and Montreal, 
Canada. “That is how the ball started roll- 
ing,” he said. This company has been in 
business for nearly seven years now. 

“It was very tough getting started,” he 
said. “My father was the only help. He en- 
couraged me and supported my moves. And 
it was a crazy move taking on a $300,000 
bakery.” 
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SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSMAN George Hanna 
explains the workings of a food process pack- 
ager. 

He had payments of $5,500 per month 
but no matter what he never gave up. 

“Tn business you always feel like giving up 
because it is very tough but you just have to 
hold on,” he said. “You have to be resilient 
and very patient. You have to work days and 
nights and you can never stop working. You 
will get there.” 

The harder one works the more rewards 
you will get, he said. If you do something easy 
you get easy money, if that’s what you want. 
He believes you should always set yourself 
with high goals. 

“The higher your goals are the more you 
will work and therefore you will accomplish 
more.” His goal was to become a millionaire 
by the age of 30. 

Goal setting essential: Hanna believes 
students today should strive for better things 
even if they are crazy. “Set your mind on 
something and do it. Don’t take no for an 
answer because anything is possible,” he said. 
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Working out 


MANY NECC STUDENTS work out in the Fitness Center to keep in shape. 


Stressed students 
to cope 


can learn 


By PAT ISABELLE 

Staff Reporter 
The book report due for tomorrow’s Lit- 
erature class isn’t started yet, and the phone 
has been ringing off the hook. A pounding 
head and stomach ache complete the scene. 
If this sounds familiar, then you are not 
alone. Many students are suffering from the 

everyday symptoms of stress. 
In a high pressure, fast moving society, 


__ stress has become an everyday word. It is the 


topic of television talk shows, medical case 
studies, and magazine articles. Stress man- 


= 


Ln 


_ agement workshops are popular on college 


campuses and among high-powered business 
executives. 

Causes of stress: NECC offers a stress 
management course through its Continuing 
Education Program. The four-week session, 
Stress Management: Coping Skills to Reduce 
Stress, helps participants understand its causes. 
Through lectures and exercises in class, stu- 
dents learn ways of alleviating stress in their 
lives. 

Bob Taylor, course instructor, is an occu- 
pational therapist at Hampstead Hospital. 
“Most students today are working and are 
prone to greater amounts of stress than those 
students of years ago. Even high school stu- 
dents are working after school. The key is to 
channel the stress factors into good health 
activities such as sports, exercise, a health 
club or support group,” Taylor said. 

“The causes ofstress are more often mental 
than physical. They can be attributed to such 
negative influences as financial trouble, loss 
of a job, buying a new home, job pressure, 
death of a parent, separation or divorce,” 
Taylor said. 

“There are also positive things which cause 
stress, such as Christmas, the birth of a child 
and a marriage. The ultimate goal of the 
course is to get people on more ofan even keel 
. . . Mot that stress is always bad for you,” he 
said. 

Balance needed: “A small amount of 
stress is good for you. Your heart beats faster, 
you have more energy, more strength than 
you normally do, your adrenaline is pumping 
and you are able to do more. The only prob- 
lem is if you are under stress all the time. You 
need to balance the two,” he said. 

Too much stress can cause many types of 
physical disorders. Physical reactions to stress 
include increased heartbeat and breathing, 
muscle tension, rise in blood sugar, and 
physical exhaustion. These can lead to such 
stress-related illnesses as peptic ulcers, high 
blood pressure, and hypoglycemia. Heart 
disease, one of the top three causes of death 
in the United States, is often a product of 
stress. 

Throughout the U.S., people of all ages 
are seeking new strategies to cope with stress. 
Manyuse simple techniques like deep-breath- 
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Teaching balance 
P. Isabelle photo 
BOB TAYLOR, course instructor, tells his stu- 
dents how to handle stress. 
ing exercises, sports, or other physically-re- 
lated activities. 

Drug role: Others turn to drugs and/or 
alcohol for relief. Although drugs and alcohol 
do sometimes provide temporarily relief, they 
may also create more problems than they 
solve. 

According to the American Hospital As- 
sociation, the problem often isn’t stress, but 
the way it is handled. Tension is a fact of life, 
but it can be controlled, and it can actually 
make one more productive. The key is to keep 
tension at a level that stimulates, rather than 
hinders performance. 

To cope with large and small frustrations, 
one of the best things to do is maintain an 
attitude that one is in control of one’s life, and 
not a victim of circumstance. 

Keep goals within reason. Ifthey are unat- 
tainable within the time set, one is placed in 
a stressful situation. Whether it is the amount 
of homework that has to be done today or the 
term paper that is due in four weeks, be 
realistic, Taylor said. 

Relax: Develop relaxationtechniques like 
simple, deep-breathing exercises. Get a good 
night’s sleep. Jog, take a brisk walk, or exer- 
cise to music. 

These are only a few physical activities that 
will help relieve the stressed out feeling. Join 
in the fight against stress. With stress under 
control, you can be:a better student, son or 
daughter and friend, to yourself, as well as 
others. 
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Getting fit 


Many programs available for 
body conscious individuals 
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By JEAN M. BRUENJES 
Staff Reporter 

As we approach the 90s, staying fit and 
keeping a healthy, toned body is on the minds 
of both men and women. 

This involves motivation and enthusiasm. 
Increasing numbers of fitness centers provide 
exercise and cardio vascular programs to 
benefit any individual. 

Jill Brayman, a 1989 graduate of North- 
eastern University with a degree in cardiovas- 
cular health and exercise, is a Physiologist at 
the Gillette Corporation is South Boston. 

Many facilities avaliable: “There is a 
general increase in the number of women in 
high and low-impact aerobics. This enables 
women and men to get total body condition- 
ing as well as keeping a toned body,” Bray- 
man said. 

While there are still many facilities avail- 
able to the public, an increasing number of 
house facilities for employees exists. 

“These house facilities definitely benefit 
the employees of the corporation,” Brayman 
said. 

They offer more than just free weights and 
Nautilus machines and aerobics. A team of 
specialists work with individuals to offer a 
persona more personal program. This is a safe 
way to prevent injuries, Brayman said. 

Instead of finding a public fitness center 
elsewhere, a corporation provides the con- 
venience of having its own facility. Fitcorp of 
Boston offers a fitness center to the general 
public as well. Swimming, racquetball and 
Nautilus are a few of the activities offered by 
the company. A staff of exercise physiologists 
run tests on flexibility and cardiovascular 
health. 

A better alternative:” These tests help 
in determining what program, Nautilus or 
free weights, would be best for a particular in- 
dividual,” Brayman said. “A company is bet- 
ter than another company for what it has to 
offer, whether it is the structure and quality, 
the astronomical fees that some fitness cen- 
ters charge, or because it offers a more indi- 
vidualized program. 

“These important factors are essential in 
determining what kind of fitness center to 
chose over another. Many corporations do 
invite the public to use their facility, although 
the cost might be slightly higher than a fitness 
center which serves the public. 

“One gets more out of a specialized pro- 


Come Celebrate 
with us! 
15%-20%-25% 
off selected 
Fall Fashions 


gram,” Brayman said. “First, it is a safer pro- 
gram. Secondly, a person gets his or her 
money’s worth, and finally, one gets results. 
Setting goals and having reevaluations done 
to check progress should make it worthwhile 
and worth looking into.” 

Vanessa Preble, 2 1989 graduate of 
Fitchburg State College with a bachelor’s 
degree in Biology concentrating in exercise 
and sport science, is presently employed at 
the Greater Haverhill YMCA as a strength 
fitness /Nautilus instructor. 

She orientates new members of the strength 
fitness facility by instructing them on the 
proper usage of all machines. 

These machines include Nautilus, Adonis, 
Riocycles, rowing, Air Dyne and a Nordic 
Trac. Also available are free weights to weight 
room members. 

Individual attention: Along with in- 
struction she also monitors each individual’s 
workout. “The YMCA provides an excellent 
service to the general public with its fitness 
programs. It is a place where one can go and 
work at one’s own pace, and progress within 
a person’s body limits. 

“The YMCA enables individuals to take a 
pace that is comfortable and at the same time 
allows you to get a strong and progressive 
workout,” Preble said. 

The facilities are out there. The way a body 
looks and the way a person feels about himself 
or herself will affect attitudes towards fitness. 
Most of all, it is a matter of getting fit. 
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From camels to karate 


L. Musicof photos 


MARTIAL ARTS demonstration entertains fairgoers , above. 


DIFFERENT THAN the old pony ride, kids take a romp ona 


camel, right. 


FERRIS WHEEL is the newest attraction in Topsfield, below. 
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It's 
fair 
time 


Topsfield keeps 


traditions alive 


By KIMBERLY HAWKINS 
Staff Reporter 

There is something for everybody at the oldest county fair 
inthe nation in Topsfield, Mass. The Topsfield Fair first began 
in 1818, and this year it celebrated its 165th anniversary. 

One of the first things experienced upon entering the fair 
is a total sensory overload. The moment one passes through 
the gates, all five senses are assaulted by sights, sounds, scents, 
tastes and textures. 

The annual 10-day event takes place on Rt.1 in Topsfield, 
Mass. Though traffic is horrendous, like any other large 
attraction, many fairgoers, including Pam Stafford of An- 
dover, say “It’s worth the wait.” 

Same events: The Topsfield Fair events really don’t 
differ from year to year, said Nancy Piche, public relations co- 
ordinator. One of the newest events, a competition for The 
Most Outstanding Senior Citizens, was won by Mary and 
Lenley Henshaw of North Andover. j 


People spend their time in many ways, ranging from 


watching exhibits, displays and the “carnival people,” to 


riding one of the many amusements, including a fully grown fe 


elephant. It’s no surprise attendance was close to 500,000 last 
year. : ate 


{pe 


There are plenty of opportunities for fun and enjoyment = 
for people of all ages. Along the crowded path of the fair, _ 
people try to sell fairgoers anything from quilts, paintings, t- on 
shirts and sunglasses, to cows, rabbits, sheep and horses. 

Plenty of rides: The fair also offers a great variety of aa 
a great idea after packing away thousands of calories on pizza, ma 
pepperburgers, fries, ice cream, cotton candy and popcorn. ee 

One of the most popular rides is the “Zipper” where riders _ 
are locked into a small compartment which spins while going 
up and down. If the chili hasn’t quite settled yet, take a walk = 
through the haunted house (with a friend, ofcourse). 

Live entertainment is also available. Talent shows, live per- 
formances or a lesson in square dancing seem to catch the 


ae 


public eye. 


and see. 


Great varlety: Whether one visits the rides, petting zoo, 
bee exhibits, skill games or the eateries, there is plenty to do 

When the time comes to leave, happy and satisfied thoughts 
surface like “I can’t wait until next year.” 


Top tips on fall planting 
bring results in spring 


Help from professionals points way to success 


By RELLA M. BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

“The single most important ingredient to 
successful planting is soil preparation. Most 
garden plants require soils with good drain- 
age, yet good moisture retention, a slightly 
acid Ph and moderate fertility,” said Mrs. 
Riley, owner of Riley’s Nursery. 

The easiest way to improve soil quickly is 
to add top soil. Another long-term method is 
to add organic matter — compost, sawdust, 
woodchips, peat moss, sludge or any of a 
number of agricultural by-products, she said. 

First step: Karen Dumis, an employee of 
Newton Greenhouse said, “Planting trees 
and shrubs is fairly easy. Dig a hole about six 
inches deeper and twice the width of the 
rootball for balled-and-burlapped or con- 
tainer grown trees. Large enough to allow 
ample space for the root spread of bare root 
trees.” 

After preparing the hole, check for drain- 
age. In some soils, water has been known to 
stay in the planting hole for more than six 
months, a situation deadly to plants. Fill the 
planting hoe with water and let it drain. After 
the water completely drains away, fill the hole 


a second time. Usually the water from the 
second time will drain in about an hour, she 
said. 

“Root preparing is very important,” said 
Scott D. Maker, owner of Scott D. Maker Ex- 
cavating and Landscaping. 

Second step: Carefully remove cans from 
container-grown trees and shrubs. Gently 
take the root-ball from the container and 
keep it intact if possible. Ifany large roots are 
circling the ball, carefully lift them away. 

Cut off any broken or damaged roots too 
long to fit into the planting hole. Ifthe tree or 
shrub comes in a burlap bag, untie the ropes 
and plant with bag left on, Maker said. 

Before placing the plant in the hole, it 
must be centered first. Never plant it deeper 
than it was in the container and look for the 
color change on the trunk above the highest 
root. 

Third step: When the plant is in the hole, 
backfill the hole with the native soil. After the 
hole is filled halfway, water it thoroughly to 
eliminate air pockets and to settle soil around 
roots. To increase water retention, Maker 
suggests adding amendments such as plant- 
ing mix, peat moss, or saw dust. 
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Sharp shrubs 


K. Alfeiri photo 


THE NEW parking lot and the rest of NECC'S campus have beatifully landscaped trees and shrubs. 


Fertilizing should be done when planting. 
Adda slow release fertilizer tablet. The tablet 
will not burn the roots and will provide 
nutrients for up to two years. 

Watering the shrubs after planting is very 
important. Build a berm three to four inches 


high around the plant, then form another 
slightly outside the roots. Maintain this berm 
for six to eight weeks. Water will pass through 
the root mass and allow the new roots to 
move into the backfill space, and allow for 
ample growth. 
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Autumn skies beckon amateur astronomers 


By TERRY HARRINGTON 
Staff Reporter 

On these cold, crisp, clear fall evenings 
when most seek the warm comfort of their 
homes, amateur astronomer Vincent Stahley 
ventures from his Seabrook, N.H. home to 
scan the skies through his telescope, search- 
ing for planets, stars, quasars, novas, comets, 
clusters, and other celestial phenomena. 

Stahley, 38, was fascinated at an early age 
by the motion of the skies during the night. 

“Through the course of the night there 
were different stars and constellations in dif- 
ferent areas. Different seasons had different 
constellations,” Stahley said. “It was kind of 
baffling.” 

Stahley’s lifelong curiousity with the heav- 
ens was piqued with the 1986 return of 
Halley’s Comet. 

Club serves area: The much heralded 
return of Halley’s comet generated a plethora 
of information concerning astronomy and 
astronomy clubs that was previously unavail- 
able through the media. Looking through 
this information Stahley came across the club 
that serves this area, The Astronomical Soci- 
ety of Northern New England. 

. Since joining the club five years ago, his 
interest has been more fully developed by 
being around other people with the same 
enthusiasm for the skies. 

~ The awe the heavens inspire is what origi- 
nally attracted Stahley to astronomy and it is 
this awe that keeps him coming back. 

_. “Watching the beauty of the stars against 
the backdrop of the sky is just dazzling,” 
Stahley said. 

Nova explained: “Different astronomers 

have different interests,” Stahley said. Cur- 
rently his interest lies in celestial objects such 
as stars, planets, comets, and novas. A nova is 
_ aseemingly undistinguished star which bright- 
ens within a few days to thousands of times its 
previous intensity. 
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HUNTER'S MOON canbe seen by any amateur 
astronomer. 


Stahley enjoys viewing the surprising 
number of galaxies visible with amedium size 
telescope. 

Earth’s sister galaxy, Andromeda, can be 
viewed with the naked eye. “It appears to be 
a fuzzy cotton ball and can only be resolved 
into stars by the very largest of earth tele- 
scopes,” Stahley said. Astronomers learned 
the earth is in a galaxy, the Milky Way, by ob- 
serving Andromeda, he added. 

“Clusters also appear as fuzzy little cotton 
balls in the sky. When you resolve them with 
a telescope, they tum out to contain hun- 
dreds of stars all in one area that, unresolved 
by telescope, just glow,” Stahley said. 

Stahley enjoys the perspective that astron- 
omy gives. “The reason the stars‘seem to rise 
and set is that the earth is turning on its axis. 
We are also revolving around the sun at an 
enormous speed in our orbit. The whole solar 
system is moving in the spiral arm of the Milky 
Way at a fast rate and this galaxy is moving in 
relation to every other galaxy at an enormous 


rate. So, as we are sitting here thinking we are 
standing still, we are seriously deluded,” 
Stahley said. 

Space telescope: A tremendous break- 
through for astronomy will be in launching 
the Hubble Space Telescope. Its orbit above 
the earth’s atmosphere will be a great advance 
over earthbound telescopes. The launching 
has been delayed by the Challenger explosion 
and has more recently been bumped by high 
priority military payloads, Stahley said. 

“Tt (the space telescope) will bring things 
into view that have been only guessed at. We 
will start to see what quasars really are. Qua- 
sars are a very intense source of light which are 
very distant. Quasars have enormous energies 
but are quite small,” he said. 

“Other than the public interest in the 
pretty pictures it should resolve, you can’t 
really begin to imagine the things that are 
going to be found and how they are going to 
prove or disprove a lot of the theories in 
astrophysics today,” Stahley said. 

Amateur advantages: Professional as- 
tronomers are limited by the telescope time 
available on the few large telescopes they use 
and tend to confine their studies to a particu- 
lar project. For amateurs it is different. 

“Where you have a network of amateurs, 
thousands ofamateurs observing on just about 
any clear night, they will inevitably discover 
the new comets,” Stahley said. 

Amateur astronomers have also added to 
knowledge of Saturn’s rings by noting the 
varying intensities of a star’s light as Saturn 
passed over it. 

“Amateurs discovered one aspect of the 
rings that even Voyager missed. There was a 
slight ring before the apparent ring discov- 
ered by the way the star blinked off and on,” 
Stahley said. 

~ Inexpensive hobby: It is not very expen- 
sive to get involved in astronomy, he said. 

“Tt is no more expensive than to walk out 


into the night. You might need a coat. A lot 
of people find out what is good for them by 
being around people with telescopes. Bin- 
oculars bring out objects five times more dim 
than when apparent,” Stahley said. 

Good books are also helpful and a star 
chart can be ordered from astronomy maga- 
zines, he said. 

“Currently Venus is very brilliant in the 
early evening sky. It is in the West just after 
the sun goes. down. People with binoculars 
can look and find that Venus has phases just 
like the moon. They can see it is about half 
way (half an illuminated disk),” Stahley said. 

Maine location: Stahley welcomes those 
interested in astronomy to contact the Astro- 
nomical Society of Northern New England, 
80 Goodwin Rd.., Elliot, Maine, 03903, (207) 
439-4474. 

The society enjoys viewing the skies dur- 
ing the.summer on top of Mount Agamen- 
ticus in Maine. Due to the impassibility ofthe 
mountain’s road they observe elsewhere 
during the winter. 
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Goes for two 


STUDENTS GET IN SOME excercise during their lunch hour at the NECC gym. 


Fitness 


Center 


Open to students 


Area includes Nautilus, ULE machines 


By JOSHUA SQUIRE 
Staff Reporter 

The new Fitness Center, located in the 
gym, is open to any day student and is free of 
charge. 

Since its opening last February, many stu- 
dents have used its facilities. 

Jack Hess, NECC director of athletics and 
intramural recreation, department of sport 
and leisure studies, organized it and put it 
together. Donna Johnson supervises the 
center. 

“Tt’ll be good for the students as an extra- 
curricular activity,” Johnson said. 

The project was financed by the student 
activities fund. Johnson said she was not sure 
of the total cost. 

No charge: There is no charge to stu- 
dents and any daytime student can use it. It’s 
open 7:30 a.m.to4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Unfortunately, due to funding, the 
center is not able to open beyond 4 p.m. It is 
not open on weekends. 

Johnson said they have had a lot of people 
use it since it opened. “We’ve had a lot of 
students come in, but we’d like to have more,” 


she said. 


Many machines: There are sixteen Eagle 
Cybecs machines, ranging from Nautilus 
machines to weight benches. They also offer 
a weight lifting course worth one credit. The 
fitness center is closed during those classes. 

Locker rooms are available for men and 
women who prefer to change their clothing. 
Belongings can also be locked safely in the 
lockers, and showers are available to cool off 
and get cleaned up. 

Students must have paid the student activ- 
ity fee to use the equipment. Student identi- 
fication cards must also be presented to the 
supervisor in charge before a workout 

Editors Note: Kyle McLaughlin, Observer 
staff reporter, contributed to this story. 


Donahue picks Pats to lose 


By SHAUN DONAHUE 
Editor 

Atlanta at Phoenix- Cardinals edge by 
lowly Falcons. 

Dallas at Kansas City- Chiefs win easily 
over Cowboys. 

Denver at Seattle- Broncos ina squeaker. 

Green Bay at Miami- Dolphins win one. 

Indianapolis at Cincinatti- Bengals beat 
up Colts. 


L.A Raiders at Philadelphia- Eagles con- 


tinue to win. 


Minnesota at Detroit- Lions lose again. 

New England at San Francisco- Niners 
too strong for Pats. 

New Orleans at L.A Rams- Rams too 
tough all over. 

N.Y Giants at San Diego- Giants surprise. 

N.Y Jets at Buffalo- Jets do no right. 

Pittsburgh at Houston- Oilers look good. 

Tampa Bay at Washington- Skins too 
tough for Bucs. 

Chicago at Cleveland (Mon.)- Bears chew 
up Browns. 
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Intramurals 


Something's there for everyone 


By CHARLES J. STEINBRECHER 
Staff Reporter 

Intramural sports offer students a range of 
benefits including exercise, a break from 
everyday school life and an opportunity to 
meet other people on campus. 

Activities such as golf, cross country, street 
hockey and pool are among the choices avail- 
able to students. All of the fall 89 scheduled 
activities are cost-free, as they are supported 
by the Student Activity Fund. 

Johnson helps: Assisting in this year’s in- 
tramural programs is Donna Johnson, Fitness 
Center attendant. 

According to Johnson, the less popular ac- 
tivities, video tournament, free throw con- 
test, air hockey, and women’s 3 on 3 basket- 
ball do not draw as many people as she would 
like. 

“Last year there was a huge turnout for 
pool, hockey and ping pong,” Johnson said. 
This semester they hope for a better balance. 

Getting more women involved is a minor 
problem too. “A lot more men than women 


join,” Johnson said. “We hope to get more 
girls involved, especially with the (women’s) 
3 on 3 basketball.” 

The intramural season already started with 
flag football on Sept. 18. On Oct. 2, a par 3 
golf tournament was held at Garrison’s in 
Haverhill. The winner of this event and all 
others participants received a trophy and t- 
shirt. 

Many offerings: Street hockey and cross 
country competitions both took place Oct. 
16, with a meeting for all interested in hockey 
Oct. 1] in the gym. Women’s 3 on 3 basket- 
ball and the video tournament are set for Oct. 
23. 

Two of the most popular events, pool and 
ping pong, are scheduled for Nov. 6 and 20, 
respectively. Dec. 4 is the date for this 
semester’s last intramural events, air hockey 
and a free throw contest, which top off the 
schedule for 1989. 

For further information on any events, 
contact either Jack Hess, D-123, gym build- 
ing, or Scott Bordeleau in D- 133 or Donna 
Johnson, gym building. 


Celtics to place 2nd 
in tough race to top 


By MARK PADELLARO 
Staff Reporter 

As the 1989-90 NBA season rapidly ap- 
proaches, basketball fans across the country 
expect an exciting season. 

With two new teams, the Orlando Magic 
and Minnesota Timberwolves making their 
debut, and superstars like Dominique Wilkins 
and Michael Jordan flying across arenas, this 
season should be a showdown of the NBA’s 
best. 

The Atlantic Division should be an excit- 
ing display of talent. The New York Knicks 
will win the division with ease. Coming off a 
52 win season, they have the potential and 
determination to better last season’s record. 

Mark Jackson will be the Knicks’ number 
one guard, having Patrick Ewing as an option 
to bang the boards. Charles Oakley, Gerald 
Wilkins, and Johnny Newman will also add to 
the Knicks’ attack. With Stu Jackson as the 
new head coach, Knicks’ fans can say goodbye 
to Rick Pitino and his coaching staff. 

The Boston Celtics will come in second. 
The Celtics’ heartache began in the offseason 
when Brian Shawleft the team to playin Italy. 
Now they will have to trade one of their big 
men in order to acquire a decent guard. 
Dennis Johnson has played the C’s backcourt 
for four years, but age is catching up with him. 

If Larry Bird displays his talent as he has 
done in the past, and Reggie Lewis and Kevin 
Gamble are for real, 45 to 50 wins may be a 
possibility for the Celtics. The important 
thing is for the team to maintain its health and 
give the veterans plenty of resting time. 

No threat: Following the Celtics will be 
the Washington Bullets, no threatin the NBA 
providing that Bernard King and Darrell 
Walker are not at-full throttle. This year the 
Bullets will surprise the nation’s capital and 
have a decent season, however. Now is the 
perfect time for them to make some waves in 
the Eastern Conference. 

Coming in fourth will be the Philadephia’s 
76’ers. Charles Barkley will lead the team as 
he has in the past, but he needs help. The 
Sixers need another physical player like Bar- 
kley to prove themselves. Scott Brooks should 
shed some light for the team, but until they 
find someone to pair up with Barkley, they 
will remain in the Atlantic Division cellar. 

The New Jersey Nets will come in fifth. 
After averaging only 20-30 wins over the past 
three seasons, there’s not much the Nets can 
hope for except maybe a good lottery pick. 
Chris Morris will be there to fill the spot as a 
clutch-shooting forward, but they will need 
more than him to be competitive. 

The Miami Heat will finish sixth. For 
center Rony Seikaly it will be his rookie year 
all over again. One hope for the Heat could be 
the addition of veteran point guard Rory 


NBA preview - 


Sparrow, who will act as a teacher to all the 


rookies. A player to watch is three-point — 


shooter Jon Sunvoid, he shot 52 percent on 
three point attempts re year. 
Central division: The Central Dien 


will be the closest race ofall, and the one who 


survives all the futility and determination will 
come out on top. 

The Central Division victor will be the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. The Cavs have the strong- 
est offense, defense, and the hustle a first place 
team needs. Larry Nance will lead the 
frontcourt and Captains Mark Price and Ron 
Harper will lead the backcourt. 

On defense, mix the two courts together 
and you have one tough team to beat. 

Coming in a close second will be the 
World Champion Detroit Pistons. The Pis- 
tons no longer have Rick Mahorn, and are 
faced with the task of filling his position. On 
the plus side, they still have the multitalented 
Bill Laimbeer to lighten things up in the 
frontcourt. With James Edwards joining Laim- 
beer, it could benefit the team to start more 
of a post-up game as opposed to strictly 
perimeter shooting from Isiah Thomas and 
Vinnie Johnson. 

Jordan's team: The Chicago Bulls and 
Michael Jordan will come in third. Stacey 
King will help in the quest to rid Chicago of 
the “one man team” image. 

Falling to fourth place will be the Atlanta 
Hawks. Through the past few years they have 
chalked up over fifty wins, but have had 
nothing but frustration in the playoffs. Ex- 
Eo the same this year, but only a few more 
w’s in the win column. 

Moses Malone will provide the Hawks 
with rebounds as well as crashing and smash- 
ing the boards inside. Dominique Wilkins will 
show the league what a strong forward he is, 
while the Hawks other forwards, Cliff Lev- 
ingston and Antoine Carr, will have to work 
just as hard as Malone to maintain the fourth 
place position. Spud Webb will keep up his 
reputation as the “little big guy” in the guard 
position. 

The Milwaukee Bucks will come in fifth, 
but it is highly unlikely they will match or 
even better their 49 wins of last year. Terry 
Cummings is gone, and Greg “Cadillac” 
Anderson and Alvin Robertson have been 
acquired from San Antonio. Anderson should 
provide the team with hard hitting close 
range shooting and Paul Pressey should easily 
hit the jump shot. This will help, but how 
much does the elder Jack Sikma have left in 
him. In a division with so much speed and 


See -NBA — next page 
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Celtics get going 


BOSTON'S TEAM practices before playing the Charlotte Hornets, one of the NBA's newest 
expansion teams. Neither team is going to win the championship, according to Observer staffer, 


Mark Padellaro. 
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Eason takes blame, 
Flutie starts again 


By DAN THORNTON 
Staff Reporter 

The New England Patriots needed a 
change, and anyone in the area familiar with 
New England football knows that Doug Flutie 
is the best man to revive their sputtering of- 
fense. 

» The decision obviously hurt head coach 
Raymond Berry when he decided to replace 
Tony Eason at quarterback with Flutie. 

“Tony is very special to me,” Berry told 
reporters when he thought back at some of 
Eason’s accomplishments like leading the team 


to the Super Bowl and various other come- . 


‘back wins. 
___Lackluster team: At this point and time 


of the season, Berry sees his team in a lull. 
Quarterbacks are, no matter what they think, 
the leaders of the offense. Teams live and die 
with their quarterbacks. When things go bad, 
the brunt of the blame will always fall on their 
shoulders. Right now, Tony Eason’s shoul- 
ders aren’t strong enough. 

It may be unfair to place all of the blame on 
Tony Eason. The team is plagued by injuries 
to three key defensive players, and as of now 
the Patriots’ look like an average team to say 
the least. 

But you can’t expect Eason to perform, es- 
pecially at home with a hostile crowd. Eason 
says the crowd doesn’t bother him, but it’s 
hard to believe that when you see him thrown 
to the turf and hear the crowd road with 
delight? 

Lots of booing: Let’s face it, every time 
Eason is sacked the fans hope he doesn’t get 
back up. Eason may have played his way into 
this position with his lackluster play, but this 
is no way for a professional athlete to spend 
his time. Although fan reaction goes with the 


OPEN MEETING 


territory, it’s time for a change. 

The result of the booing has to take its toll 
on the other players as well. They too say they 
must ignore it, that the fans pay good money 
to see a positive product and have a right to 
express their emotions. 

By bringing in Flutie the fans have stopped 
their booing. Afterall, Flutie is the one the 
fans want to see. 

Fryar likes change: As far as the players’ 
standpoint, they don’t seem to mind the 
change. 

“Flutie adds another dimension to the 
game,” said wide receiver Irving Fryar refer- 
ring to Flutie’s ability to run and scramble out 
of the pocket. 

With all of the injuries and lack of offensive 
production in the past few weeks, as well as 
the rookies and other inexperienced players 
thrown into the game, Flutie will immedi- 
ately be placed into the fire. 

As for the future of Eason, many think he 
will be gone before the end ofthe season. The 
Patriots have four quarterbacks with Eason, 
Flutie, Steve Grogan, and Marc Wilson. 

There have been rumors that Eason might 
be traded to the Kansas City Chiefs. This may 
be a good deal for Eason, to get away from the 
New England area (the Chiefs rarely play the 
Patriots) and start over in a different environ- 
ment. 

Trade may not help: But a deal may hurt 
the Patriots in the event that Flutie gets hurt 
or doesn’t perform up to his expectations. 

For the time being, however, it looks like 
Doug Flutie will be at the helm until he or the 
team proves otherwise. And by the way the 
former Heisman Trophy winner’s football 
career has gone in the past, it could be along 
and productive time. 
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youth, it will be hard for the Bucks to gain 
ground. 

The Indiana Pacers will finish sixth. With 
Herb Williams and Wayman Tisdale gone, 
the Pacers need to find some quality shooters 
if they are going to compete in any way. Rik 
Smits, the 7-4 center with a dead eye will help, 
and so will Chuck Person with 20 points a 
game, but will that be enough? 

Although the Orlando Magic will finish 
last on paper, they will give some of the rotten 
teams in the league a good challenge. They 
will be better than last years expansion teams, 
Charlotte and Miami, because they have 
acquired more talent. A mixture of some of 
those “other” guys, Dave Corzine, Sidney 
Green, and Reggie Theus, this may be the 
team with the characteristics of the great 
Central Division rivals. If you talk ability, 
that’s a different story, because they will finish 
last, but not an ugly last. 

Midwest Division: The Midwest Divi- 
sion will be in awe amidst a delivery from the 
Mailman, Karl Malone. The Utah Jazz will 
win this division because his power moves will 
help them for a final spot in the playoffs. 

Thurl Baily will help with outside shoot- 
ing and Mark Eaton and Darrell Griffith 
should also be a great help. If the Jazz can 
keep up their great defense (limiting oppo- 
nents to .434 shooting from the floor last 
season) they could not only be a force this 
season, but in future seasons as well. 

The Houston Rockets will come in sec- 
ond. While Akeem Olajuwan will be a strong 
candidate for the MVP, Sophomore Derrick 
Chievous will help with his backcourt appear- 
ances because this is where the Rockets need 
youth. Allen Leavell and Purvis Short know 
the game well and if the bench can improve, 
so will the Rockets. 

The Dallas mavericks are the Atlanta Hawks 
with a Texan accent. They are the beholders 
of third place in the Midwest division because 
each year they do so much, but achieve so 
little. With Roy Tarpley in a drug rehabilita- 
tion program and James Donaldson absent 
from the lineup because of a knee injury, it is 
unlikely this team will go very far. Without 
Donaldson’s rebounds, shot blocking, and 
pick-setting, the Mavs have very little to rely 
on, unless Randy White progresses and Ro- 
land Blackman and Derek Harper play excep- 
tionally well as guards. If Sam Perkins and 

Adrian Dantly stay healthy, the Mavs are 
definite candidates for the playoffs. 

Robinson returns: The San Antonio 
Spurs will come in fourth. They will be the 
most improved team in the league. With the 
long awaited arrival of David Robinson and 
the addition of Sean Elliot, it is certain the 
Spurs will have an impact on other teams in 
the NBA. If Robinson can score at least 
sixteen points a game, the Spurs should pass 
the .500 mark. 

The Denver Nuggets will come in fifth 
because they have no inside game. Relying on 
jump shots from Alex English, Fats Lever, 
Michael Adams, and Walter Davis will not be 
enough. The Nuggets will need to find 
strength from one oftheir big men in order to 
penetrate the opponent’s defense. 

The Charlotte Hornets will finish sixth 


with the support of their never say die fans. 
Kurt Rambis, Kelly Tripucka, Robert Reid, 
and the rest of the Hornets will be lucky if 
they can win twenty games. 

The Minnesota Timberwolves will finish 
last, and most likely least. With Rick Mahorn 
in the frontcourt and star of backcourt, Mark 
Davis, the two will need time to develop. 

Lakers will win: The Pacific Division is 
no longer a sure thing for the Los Angeles 
Lakers, although they will win the division, 
the remaining teams will not go without a 
fight. With Kareem Abdul Jabbar retired, it 
will be hard to find someone capable of filling 
his shoes. With Mychal Thompson as a starter, 
the change may finally give the Laker’s bench 
more playing time. 

Age could also play a factor on this year’s 
Laker team. Not taking anything away from 
Magic Johnson, Byron Scott, and James 
Worthy, but time could catch up with them 
this season. On the contrary, they will win the 
division with an up-tempo, fast breaking, and 
tough defense type of season. 

Promising Suns: The Phoenix Suns will 
come in second. Leading the league in scor- 
ing last year, the Suns have a promising 
future. With Tom Chambers at forward and 
Mark West at center, the two may easily 
become known as the “new twin towers.” 
They should compile a high percentage of the 
team’s field goals and ifthey can find the open 
man, they will be a threat in the Western 
Conference. 

The Portland Trailblazers will come in 
third. Center Kevin Duckworth will work the 
ball around. Clyde Drexler and Terry Porter 
can handle the ball very well in the backcourt 
and create the inside or outside shot. Jerome 
Kersey and Buck Williams can pull together 
the entire offensive and defensive scenario to 
create advantages for the Blazers. This team is 
for real and will surprise their opponents this 
season. 

The Seattle Supersonics will come in fourth. 
Leading their crusade will be Zavier McDaniel, 
Michael Cage, and Dale Ellise. The addition 
of Dana Barros will help, but the Sonics still 
cannot compete with the league’s better teams. 

The Golden State Warriors will come in 
fifth place. Chris Mullin is an off and on kind 
of player, and Ralph Sampsonis either hurt or 
just does not play quality basketball. 

Speaking of teams without homes, the Los 
Angeles Clippers and Sacramento Kings bring 
up the rear. The Clippers will finish sixth and 
the Kings last. These two teams have defi- 
nitely missed prime opportunities to capital- 
ize on acquisitions. L.A. took Danny Ferry 
when Glen Rice became available and the 
Kings traded both their centers and are now 
only left with the outside shot which hasn’t 
worked for them in the past. 
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Baseball t 


By RICH CUNNINGHAM 
Staff Reporter 

The NECC baseball team ended its fall 
schedule with a 14-3 record. NECC split four 
games with Quinsigamond with 9-7 and 3-2 
wins and 12-4 and 15-5 losses. Quinsiga- 
mond will be one of NECC’s tougher oppo- 
nents in the spring. 

NECC swept Daniel Webster, Bunker Hill, 
Wentworth and SMVTI in games played this 
year. None of these teams really gave NECC 
any serious trouble. 

Home run power: Hitting picked up 
toward the end ofthe season as NECC players 
began to hit home runs. George Phillips, Bill 
Bonnell, Steve Follansbee and Shaun Con- 
way were the big guns who did the damage. 

NECC turned on the offense for their last 
eight games of the season. They accounted 
for 76 runs, including a 24-6 rout over a weak 
NHVT team and a crushing 13-4 win over 
Daniel Webster College. 

Big pitching performances by Rich Salois, 
Rudd Brown, Jeff LaFrance, Brian Beck and 
Rich Cunningham helped pave the way for 
NECC. Catcher Jeff Niejdlik played behind 
the plate. 


ie 


eam looks to spring 


CENTERFIELDER GEORGE PHILLIPS receives advice from first year coach Tom Blair. 
K. Alfeiri photo 


The Knights' defense led by Derek 
Thurston, Jeff Niejdlik, George Phillips, Shaun 
Conway and Steve Follansbee was superb all 
season. It really helped the NECC team to a 
successful season. 

Spring champs? Knights Coach Tom 
Blair was quick to say that he likes what he sees 


for the spring. With the addition of a couple 
more quality pitchers this team could be a 
contender for a spring championship. 


“The defense is there, the talent is there, 
and the attitude is there. This could really be 
a successful team,” Blair said. 


NECC grad pitches World Series 


NECC ALUMNUS Steve Bedrosian. 


By DAN THORNTON 
Staff Reporter 

Northern Essex alumnus Steve Bedrosian 
and the rest of his teammates on the San 
Francisco Giants are now playing the annual 
Fall Classic. The World Series features the 
underdog San Francisco Giants vs. the explo- 
sive Oakland Athetics in what has proven to 
be an action-packed series. 

Bedrosian, a Methuen native, was recently 
called upon by Giant’s manager Roger Craig 
to save his second game in as many days 
against a stingy Chicago Cubs team. 

Rick Reushel, who started the game for 
the Giants did well, holding the Cubs to one 
run over eight innings, but in the late innings 
Reushel began to run out of gas and Bedro- 
sian was called in. 

The stopper: In a deal that sent him to 
San Francisco from Philadelphia back in June, 
Bedrosian knew his role and what he had to 
do. 

He has been in this position some 25-30 
times over the course of the season with all 
the games on the line, but this was one of 
greater importance...a chance at the World 
Series. 

In the top of the ninth with the score 3-1, 
the Giants were three outs away from appear- 
ing in the first World Series since 1962. 
Bedrosian sat the first two Cub batters down 
with relative ease, but the Cubs weren’t about 
to go down without a fight. 


Faces potent bat: Three consecutive 
singles cut the lead to one. It was 3-2 with the 
tying run in scoring position and the go- 
ahead runs on first and at the plate. At bat for 
the Cubs was Ryne Sandberg, a gold-glove 
infielder who carries a potent bat. 

This particular day, however, belonged to 
Bedrosian. The 1984 Cy Young Award win- 
ner got Sandberg to ground out to the end of 
the game and propel the Giants to the Series. 

Bedrosian, who admitted he was getting a 
little nervous when the lead was cut down to 
a single run, said he had to settle down and 
concentrate more on what he had to do. 
Sandberg grounded out on Bedrosian’s best 
pitch, “a good hard hard slider,” Craig said 
about his aces’s pitch, telling the reason why 
he left him in with the game on the line. 

World champs? With one obstacle stand- 
ing in the way, Bedrosian and the Giants may 
become world champions. San Francisco has 
Bedrosian, Will Clark (.650 AVG., 13-20, 2 
hrs., 8 runs scored in the playoffs), Kevin 
Mitchell, and Matt Williams. 


Onthe other hand, Oakland has a fistful of 
talent in Rickey Henderson, Mark McWire, 
Jose Canseco, Carney Lansford, and Dave 
Stewart. 

No matter which team wins, the Bay Area 
can’t lose. The one question that remains is 
which side of the Bay will the championship 
fall to. Bedrosian’s heart is obviously in San 
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NECC'S BILL BONNELL slides in axey 19 to second base in a win against 
Bunker Hill Community College, left. Above, first baseman stretches to scoop 
up a ball out of the dirt in the same game. 


By KIMBERLY B. COOK 
Staff Reporter 

Tom Blair’s first season as head coach for 
the Knights has certainly turned out to be an 
impressive one. Finishing up the season with 
a 14-3 record leaves the coach and team ~ 
feeling good about the spring. ee 

Blair feels an important part of their : suc- a 
cess was due to a strong crew. i ; 

Prominent players: The power Pit i i a 2 
consisted of Derek Thruston at short stop, = 
known to “glide along the field like light- =» 
ning,” Brian Beckat third base ,anasset asthe — me 
team’s only switch-hitter, and “outstanding” Ny 
Jeff Niejadlik behind the plate, to give thein- a 
field security. 

Out in the centerfield holding things é: 
foo was George Phillips. If there were — 
awards for fall baseball, Phillips would be 
honored as most improved player, Blair said. _ 

“He was always there when we needed 
him,” said the coach, while Niejadlik, who 
was catching his second year, was the Knight’s 
Most Valuable Player. 

Looking toward spring: Blair hopes all 
the players will be at spring tryouts, but 
realizes a lot will depend on grades. He will be 
on the lookout for new faces to help out the 
Knights. Even with a winning season now 
behind them, Blair’s main concern will be to 
develop the team’s all around strength in 
order to make them serious contenders in the 
spring. 

In spring, baseball is much more competi- 
tive involving about 36 colleges. With the 
pressure already on, Blair’s goal will be to 
bring the Knights to the Regional playoffs. 


Bright Horizons 
Child Care Center 


has openings avalable for: 


Infants 
3 full five-day 


1 Tues. & Thurs. 


Toddlers 
4 full five-day 


and afternoon 
1 Tues. & Thurs. 
Preschool 
3 Wed., Thu., Fri 
(afternoons) 
2 full five-day 
1 Mon. & Tues. 


